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Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change after rigorous effort recently came up 

with new forest proclamation. It is proclamation 1065/2018, which was declared by the Ethi-

opian parliament following series and painstaking discussions. The ministry hopes that the 

proclamation will address the multifaceted problems that endangered the forest country-

wide. Although various proclamations were declared by previous regimes to protect forest, 

no proclamation could help to stop deforestation. The Ethiopian forest has continued to be 

destroyed over a long period now. The new proclamation however differs by far from the 

former ones, because it has involved numerous experts from the ministry including stake-

holders during its formulation. It is therefore expected to bridge the gaps created by the pre-

vious federal and regional proclamations.   

 

Thus, the ministry decided to mobilize law enforcement bodies nationwide by conducting 

awareness raising conferences at eight major cities in Ethiopia.  Then, the conference took 

place successfully in less than a month. Nine conference took place in eight cities and the 

two conferences were led by His Excellency the minister. Besides, various senior experts 

have presented papers on REDD+ Ethiopia, the challenges met in the former proclamations, 

and the new proclamation. Moreover, the discussions that were held in every conference 

were thorough and effective. The participants were regions, zones and districts’ court presi-

dents, chief Judges, and chief lawyers. Also police Commanders and different sectors’ heads 

from region up to district level have taken part in the conferences.  

 

One thousand five hundred thirty seven participants have attended the Bishoftu round one 

and Awasa conferences and each conference was held for two days. What is more, the con-

ferences were organized by MEFCC, Regions’ bureaus, and Fana Broadcasting Corporate. 

The proceedings encompass welcoming and opening remarks, presentations, views, com-

ments, questions, and responses as well as reflections of authorities.  

Introduction 
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Welcoming Remarks 

 

Your Excellency Dr. Gemedo Dalle  

Minister of Ministry of Environment Forest 

and Climate Change 

Dear Invited Guests, 
I welcome you all for your keen interest to show 
up here to partake on this conference.   

Currently, a new forest proclamation has been 
declared and the purpose of our meeting is dis-
cussing the proclamation as well as sharing ex-
periences on how we implement it based on the 
conditions of our respective localities. 

Our previous experience shows that the coun-
try’s forest has been under attack for a long 
time now. Thanks to the Ministry of Environment 
Forest and Climate Change we have now a new 
proclamation that effectively protect our forest. 

This proclamation is believed to bridge the gaps 
created by the previous proclamations nation-
wide and encourages the protection and devel-
opment of forest.  

Thus, it plays a pivotal role in the accomplish-
ments of the missions of CRGE and GTP 2. In 
addition, the proclamation eases the implemen-
tation of REDD+ strategy in Oromia region as 
well as countrywide.  

This conference has been intended to raise 
awareness of the law enforcement groups na-
tionwide. Accordingly, the Oromia region con-
ferences take place in four rounds; two of them 
take place here at Bishoftu town, one at Jimma 
town, and another one at Nekemet town.  

We have learned that similar conferences that 
took place in other areas have successfully 
been conducted.  

I hope our meeting in the coming two days will 
also be successful. Thus, I urge you to partici-
pate ardently for us to be able to meet the in-
tended objective.  

Eventually, I call upon His Excellency Dr. Ge-
medo Dalle Minister of Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change to make an open-
ing speech.  
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Introduction 
This conference was organized by Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change in cooper-

ation with Fana Broadcasting Corporate. Law enforcement authorities were invited from region, 

zone and districts to partake in the conference. The main objective of the conference is to intro-

duce the new forest proclamation to the invitees and encourage them to implement it with the in-

tention to protect the country’s forest which now has become a burning issue. 484 participants 

have attended the two days conference. What is more, different experts have presented papers 

on various topics including the new forest proclamation 1065/2018 and also discussion was held 

from which very important ideas were shared.  
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 Opening Remarks  

Dear government authorities and invited 

guests, 

Ladies and Gentle Men  

It is obvious to all of us that the government is 

making great effort to respond to issues of for-

est and environment. Especially in order to play 

a part in the global effort to address climate 

change, Ethiopia has designed Climate Resili-

ent Green Economy Strategy in 2011 and has 

made it known to the world. Meanwhile, the 

government decided to establish an institute 

that coordinates and follows up the implemen-

tation of the strategy.  

As a result, Ministry of Environment Forest and 

Climate  Change  was  established  based  on 

proclamation 803/2013. Besides, the Ethiopian 

Federal, Democratic, Republic executive bod-

ies’  authority  and  responsibility  determining 

proclamation 916/2016 has come up with detail 

of responsibilities of the ministry. Among these: 

 To coordinate activities to be able to make 

sure environment  security  objectives that 

are affirmed in the constitution and the basic 

principles that are stated in the country’s 

policy have achieved their goal.  

 To coordinate the country’s Climate Resilient 

Green Economy discourse preparation and 

timely dissemination.     

 To raise fund from development stakeholders 

and make use of it in order to undertake cli-

mate resilient green economy in each and 

every sector and region. 

 To  protect  the  country  from deforestation, 

land degradation, desertification and green-

house gasses. Also to participate in conti-

nental  and  international  conventions  and 

agreements on environment and also work 

so that the agreements get approved.  

 To establish system that enables degraded 

lands to become fertile and also their eco-

nomic significance to get improved yet to 

expand forest development throughout river 

basins.  

 The ministry has been authorized to make 
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 sure all the above stated activities are un-

derway and it is making great effort to un-

dertake its responsibilities.  

 The forest sector has been striving to ac-

complish goals set in the growth and trans-

formation plan by realizing the Bone chal-

lenge and the New York declaration that 

aimed to reforest 22 million hectare and by 

reducing emissions.  

Although Ethiopia always has suitable environ-

ment to forest wealth development, the tradi-

tional attitude towards forest and the backward 

performance so far has led to unsatisfactory 

result. For instance the expansion of agriculture 

and the increasing demand for firewood, which 

has occurred because of population explosion, 

has caused huge damage on the country’s 

wealth. The government has been committed 

so far to bring about change; nonetheless the 

expected results have not been achieved yet.  

The forest sector so far has played a part in the 

global effort that has been made thus far to mit-

igate climate change. Especially, in order to 

lessen the damage that is caused on forest be-

cause of expansion of agriculture and to devel-

op more forest and make the country benefi-

cial, the sector has accomplished significant 

activities in the past four years. Among these: 

 Study has been made together with UNEP 

and it has been made clear that the direct 

contribution of the forest sector to the coun-

try’s GDP is 6% and the indirect is 7.1%.  

 In collaboration with FAO, the country’s for-

est registration task has been accomplished 

and the ministry now has countrywide and 

region wide data at hand. Besides, in the 

course of the activities, lots of experiences 

have been shared and many experts’ ca-

pacity has been built.  

 Ethiopia has become the first country from 

Africa to  study emissions of  greenhouse 

gasses caused by expansion of agriculture 

in every region, to collect data, and to report 

to United Nations’ Climate Change Secre-

tariat. 

 The ministry has created an institute that is 

capable of measuring, reporting, and pre-

paring for verification (MRV) the level of 

greenhouse gas that is emitted due to defor-

estation. In addition, the ministry is deter-

mined to transfer the knowledge and the 

skill to four regions. 

 It was made possible in collaboration with 

World Resource Institute to identify lands 

that are favorable to develop forest.  

 An effort is being made in order to upgrade 

the capacity of the society and to change 

the traditional and ineffective forest develop-

ment by carrying out of pilot activities and 

transferring the performance from traditional 

to contemporary that is supported with edu-

cation and research.  

 REDD+ strategy and 10 year forest sector 

development program has been prepared 

and an effort is being made to reduce defor-

estation and encourage afforestation and 

reforestation.   

 Among REDD+ program members, Ethiopia 

was  one  of  the  countries  who  have 

achieved approval to proceed the next in-

vestment phase.   

 In order to protect the forest we have and 

reforest the desolated areas, we have man-

aged to collect fund amounting 155 million 

US dollars and 16.5 million euros from our 

stakeholders and also bestowed some of 
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the the funds to regions so that they launch 

development activities.  
 

Moreover, in order to fill the gaps shown in the 

previous forest proclamation, the forest sector 

has made a revision on the details of the proc-

lamation and eventually a new forest procla-

mation has been declared.  Meanwhile, lots of 

activities are underway to facilitate the design-

ing of the regulation and directives. This meet-

ing is also intended to create awareness of the 

new proclamation to law enforcement groups.  

Thus, in the coming two days, a thorough dis-

cussion will take place on the proclamation 

and you are expected to make keen participa-

tion in the course of the discussion. What is 

more, the ministry also hopes that you will 

bring about significant change in the effort you 

make when you go back to your respective 

districts. 

 

 

His Excellency Dr. Gemedo Dalle 
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 In his presentation Dr. Yitebitu Moges ex-

plained that: Ethiopia was found in the middle 

of dry areas having innumerable mountains 

that gave it its green beauty. The people of 

Ethiopia according to him ought to see this 

advantage as remarkable gift of nature.    

 Mountain reforestation is a big issue to Ethio-

pia.  

 It is only the forest in its mountains that keep 

its water resources sustainable.  

 Technology has now being used and the for-

est level data will no longer be subjected to 

false reports.  

 Forest sector vision can be achieved when all 

sectors collaborate and committed to carry 

out their shared responsibility.  

 It  is imperative to protect  degraded lands 

from intrusion of man and animals. 

 Ethiopia’s Economy can boost when the for-

est sector becomes the center of attention. 

 Forest development can be realized thorough 

national awakening of the general public. 

 When forest gets successful, everything else 

will be successful. 

 When our mountains are managed well politi-

cal stabiity will be realized. 

 The only thing we lack at the country level is 

commitment. 

 If we plant million trees annually, we will have 

22 million trees in 2030. 

 The increasing rate of GHG is the one that is 

changing the climate. 

 The positive impact of GHG turns to have 

negative impact now when industry signifi-

cantly emits, when deforestation is high, 

when transport vehicles emissions gets high. 

 

Presentation by Dr. Yitebitu Moges 

Why? Because the GHG amount becomes 

high beyond the required level. 

 The forest sector at federal level is great 

whereas the wereda level effort is little.  

 This is discouraging because it is at wereda 

level that our forest gets protection and also 

gets developed. 

 Forest ought to be national agenda and 

should come to the center of attention. 

 Ethiopia is advantageous because of its 

mountains. But the advantage is realized 

when the mountains are fully covered with 

forest. 

Dr. Yitebitu Moges 
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 In his presentation Ato Birehane ex-

plained the forest ownership situation 

and historical background in the past re-

gimes in Ethiopia. 

 Explained the challenges of the former 

proclamations. 

 He also elaborated on the changes 

made in the new forest proclamation 

1065/2018.  

 Yet explained the significance of imple-

menting the new proclamation nation-

wide.  

Ato Birhane’s Presentation  

Ato Abberu’s Presentation 

 Ato Abberu read out the forest proclama-

tion 1065/2018 article by article including 

the sub articles. 

 Besides, he explained what the articles 

and the sub articles of the new proclama-

tion attempt to proclaim to the general 

public.  

 Meanwhile, he explained how the new 

proclamation bridges the gaps that the for-

mer proclamations had. 
 

Ato Birhane Bezabih 

Ato Abberu Tenna 
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Introduction 

 I am so glad to be part of 

such  great  occasion.  The 

matter of forest is a serious 

one that everybody ought to 

see forest as a human soul. 

Therefore we have to strug-

gle to protect forest.  

 Raising awareness is very 

important tool to make the 

general public aware. But 

adequate budget must be 

available to carry out the 

tasks effectively. 

 Because of unemployment 

most people are depend-

ed on forest. Unless there 

is an effort to create jobs 

for the deprived, the forest 

will continue to be abused. 

 When we talk of forest, we 

must not forget how our 

The conference on forest proclamation at Bishoftu was held for two days. Five hundred invited 

guests from law enforcement institutes have taken part. The conference was intended to raise 

awareness of the attendees on how they ought to contribute in the effort that is being undertaken 

to protect Ethiopia’s forest. In this regard, the attendees participated keenly in the course of the 

discussion. Various views, comments, and questions were raised by the attendees. Then, further 

elaborations and responses were given by presenters and His Excellency Dr Gemedo Dalle minis-

ter of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change .  

Views of the attendees 

land use works. We have 

to  check  our  policy  and 

come up with sound land 

use plan.  

 Our  law  enforcement 

groups used to pass judg-

ment on guilty ones unfair-

ly. This is due to the gaps 

occurred  in  the  previous 

proclamations.  It  is  great 

that we have this new forest 

proclamation now and we 

have  to  use  it  effectively 

and we should implement it 

as soon as possible. 

 We are glad to be part of 

this  meeting.  We  must 

continue  communicating 

for such crucial matter. 

 We  must  encourage 

nursery sites by allocating 

adequate budget for the 

activities. 

  The  youth  and  women 
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 ought to get involved in the 

mission  of  forest  develop-

ment.  

 We are very much thankful to 

His Excellency the Minister 

for coming over to discuss 

with us on the matter of for-

est,  which  has  great  im-

portance for our country. 

 Loan  for  forest  investment 

needs care to be effectively 

utilized.  It  will  weaken  the 

effort if such loan is used for 

different purposes.  

 Dividing forest ownership to 

four levels is not enough. It 

still  needs  monitoring  and 

evaluation to  verify accom-

 Aircraft  is very important 

for us to be able to protect 

our  forests.  We have to 

use all the available tech-

nologies to protect our for-

est effectively. 

 In my opinion, the size of 

the  government  owned 

forest ought to be  larger 

that the rest owners until 

our people fully learn the 

benefit of forest. 

 We  have  to  encourage 

colleges,  churches,  reli-

gious  institutions,  etc.  to 

plant seedlings to protect  

them  and  follow  up  as 

they grow. 

plishments.  

 The earlier task should be to 

study  the  data  of  current 

ownership before we embark 

on other activities. I hope the 

regulation and directives will 

elaborate  on  such  accom-

plishments. 

 The awareness raising task 

ought to continue to the low-

er level. In this regard, media  

can play  

 It is important to understand 

that the problem of forest is 

man also is he the solution. 

 We have to give attention to 

basins for they have to be 

developed sustainably.  

 

   

 Nursery sites used to be ad-

ministered under ministry of 

agriculture. Even though the 

sites are transferred to Min-

istry of Environment Forest 

and Climate Change, Minis-

try of Agriculture still refuses 

to  handover  those  struc-

tures.  

  Private  forest  development 

size ought to be indicated by 

percentage.   

 The word “Negligence” is not 

acceptable; destroyed means 

just destroyed. How it hap-

pened doesn’t matter.  

 Delomenna district forest is 

under attack.  

Comments of the attendees 

 The ministry  should be 

aware of the matter and 

resolve the problem as 

soon as possible.  

 There are also places 

where grazing takes 

place in the forest which 

is damaging the forest. 
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 Very many forest lands are 

being converted to agricul-

ture. However, there is no 

one reacting to protect the 

forest. If the situation contin-

ues we will soon loose our 

forest wealth. 
 

 Because forest means life, 

law enforcement groups 

ought to be committed to for-

est protection. Once they un-

derstood the multifaceted 

benefits of forest, it doesn’t 

matter whether there is proc-

lamation or not.  

 Private forest development is 

a good thing; but how it is 

used should have certain 

restrictions. In my opinion, 

private forest too should not 

be subject to abuse.  

 We say we propagated mil-

lions of seedlings at our 

nursery sites and planted 

them, but we lack taking 

care of their growth pro-

gress.  

 The current land use system 

is still against forest, be-

cause agriculture is under-

taking on mountains with 

slopes.   

 There is CRGE at every 

structure of government of-

fices, but I don’t see any 

specified task in regard to 

CRGE.  

 Our region’s proclamation is 

already repealed and re-

placed. The situation invites 

difficult tasks like translation. 

This must be seen seriously.  

 Our forest is getting de-

stroyed with fire and we are 

not only losing our forest but 

also our wildlife. Authorities 

are so far reluctant to tackle 

the problem. 

 There is too much corruption 

in regard to forest. Many 

criminals are not charged 

while damaging forests. 

 There are too many false 

reports. The forest reference 

level for instance seems to 

be exaggerated.  There 

must be a system that pre-

vents false reports. 

 Free grazing is another 

problem that needs solution. 

 The CRGE in Ministry of Ag-

riculture and in Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Cli-

mate Change seem to be 

similar, but we don’t see in-

tegration between the two 

ministries.  

 Law enforcement cannot 

bring about result unless 

there is cooperation with 

all sectors. 

 I think you are late on 

this matter. This procla-

mation is good, but it 

was better if we saw it 

before it gets declared.  

So, you should admit 

that you too are part of 

the problem.  

 Population explosion is 

a serious problem in my 

opinion. Man will never 

stop cutting trees for 

livelihood. The govern-

ment ought to work to 

address the problem. 

 People who expose for-

est destroyers must 

show up with evidence. 

 Our forest sector accom-

plishment and the in-

vestment sector accom-

plishment ought to be 

checked against each 

other. 

 In order to attract invest-

ment, the public and re-

gions’ right are neglect-

ed.  
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 This proclamation will be ef-

fectively implemented when 

we first solve the problem of 

peoples’ livelihood. 

 Most investors begin their 

business with charcoal pro-

duction. This type of practice 

should be studied very seri-

ously. Charcoal is the major 

cause of forest degradation. 

 Basins development is not 

yet successful. Besides, 

the youth and women did 

not yet benefit from it. 

 North Shewa Mining work 

ceased after abusing the 

land. 

 Participatory Forest Man-

agement (PFM) is becom-

ing forest destroyer rather 

than keeper. 

 Forest land is still be-

stowed to investment; the 

matter needs serious moni-

toring. 

 Alternative to firewood or 

charcoal ought to be identi-

fied and put in place in or-

der to stop forest degrada-

tion.    

   



15 

Proceedings of Conferences  on the New Forest Proclamation 1065/2018  

  Questions Raised by the attendees 

 How can one transfers 

own forest wealth to an-

other?  

 How far true is the 15.5 % 

forest cover is when actu-

ally we are seeing seed-

lings  fail to grow?     

  The structure is really con-

fusing. To whom are the 

REDD+ groups at the 

wereda level accountable?  

 I am not clear with what it 

was meant by] private for-

est. 

 Is it possible to cut aca-

cia and Olea if they be-

long to private owner-

ship? Why? 

 Is it possible to get rein-

forcement or incentive 

as per the new procla-

mation, when seedlings get 

damaged and people report 

the matter?  

 Is it not contrasting with the 

constitution to repeal and 

replace regions’ proclama-

tion without the consent of 

the region’s council? 

 Why do communities get 

asked permission to move 

their own forest from place 

to place and the private 

ones are not? 

 Isn’t checking and verifying 

the source of a moving tim-

ber difficult?  

 Is the forest sector structure 

at the lower level carry out 

responsibilities effectively 

when the ministry of agri-

culture office and the minis-

try of environment forest 

and climate change have 

same title, same expert, 

same task, and same re-

sponsibility? Is this a joke?  

 Forest land is being distrib-

uted to business men. We 

are here talking about 

strengthening the sector. 

How can we go forward 

with such problem? 

 What is the reason to pro-

hibit carrying cutting tools 

when it is our culture to 

carry them often in the 

field? 

 It is already tradition to 

produce honey within the 

forest. So, why do we ask 

permission to place bee-

hive on a tree? 

 When are you planning to 

publicize the regulation 

and directives? 
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Responses to questions & further reflections conveyed by responsible bodies 

 In regard to the problem ex-

ists in PFM, it is necessary to 

sit down at higher level and 

discuss the matter thorough-

ly to solve the problem. 

 In regard to buffer zone size, 

it should be clear as you sug-

gested. Also, it is important 

for conflict solving strategies 

to be set.  

 In regard to the subjects that 

happened to be difficult  to 

understand, most of the am-

biguities will be elaborated in 

the upcoming regulation and 

directives. 

 It is important to know that 

every seedling ought to be 

planted with purpose. If not, 

it is a waste. So, we have to 

plan before we rush to plant-

ing trees. 

 Every  development  should 

give priority to the local com-

munity. It must be the local 

community ought to be bene-

ficiaries of the development 

that is taking place in their 

localities. 

 The rumors, which often criti-

cizes eucalyptus as prob-

lem to agriculture must be 

corrected.  The major fo-

cus  should  be  selecting 

location to plant eucalyp-

tus. If eucalyptus is plant-

ed in the right location, it 

never causes problem to 

anything. But, it has lots of 

benefits  in  the  business 

realm. 

 In  regard to the aircraft, 

our  country has helicop-

ters, but those helicopters 

are not capable of extin-

guishing fire in the forest. 

Nevertheless,  there  is 

agreement to buy aircraft 

that serves this purpose. 

 We are studying the gaps 

in  the  structure  and as-

signed experts. Therefore, 

the problem in this regard 

hopefully  will  be  ad-

dressed. 

 In  order  to  address  the 

problem  with  investment 

that has been considered 

to be driver of deforesta-

tion, the region’s authority 

has joined the investment 

board. 

 In regard to integration of 

sectors, there must be a 

system that monitors the 

level of collaboration and 

the  pace  of  achieve-

ments. 

 In  regard  to  CRGE,  of 

course there is CRGE in 

every sector, but it is im-

perative  to  understand 

that the undertakings are 

diverse.  Besides,  activi-

ties  of  each  and  every 

sector countrywide have 

been shared and written 

documents  that  encom-

pass  responsibilities  of 

every sector have been 

distributed  to  respective 

regions.  

 This  proclamation  in  no 

way becomes subject to 

forest  land  abuse.  We 

must  be  free  of  such 

doubt. 

 In  regard  check  points, 

the  regulation  or  direc-

tives will give further elab-

oration. 

 It  is imperative to know 
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Conclusion and way forward 

 In his conclusion remarks his Excellency  Dr. 

Gemedo Dalle Minister of MEFCC thanked 

attendants for their heartfelt participation and 

their vows to protect Ethiopia’s forest.  

 His excellency also pointed out that protect-

ing forest through penalty ought to be the fi-

nal alternative. He said, all responsible bod-

ies form region to weredas should raise 

awareness of the general public. Meanwhile, 

steering committee at every level must un-

dertake its responsibility. In so doing said his 

excellency, can we protect Ethiopia’s forest 

fro deforestation and forest degradation. 

 He finally encouraged all sectors’ delegates 

 

that agriculture in no way 

has  ever  contributed  to 

forest  development.  It  is 

rather the main cause of 

deforestation.  

 It is also very important to 

listen to experts’ advice to 

prevent  problems  before 

they become obstacle to 

our development endeav-

ors.    

 Each  and  every  citizen 

has  responsibility  to  de-

fend the natural resources 

whenever problem arises. 

We need not keep watch-

ing forest land being con-

verted and also abused.  

 Carbon trade is not the goal 

of the country. It is impera-

tive to know the fund that 

will  be  obtained  from the 

carbon  trade  is  one  ele-

ment. The major goal is the 

contribution  we  make  to 

prevent climate change by 

ensuring  climate  resilient 

green economy. 

 Each and every sector up to 

wereda level has responsi-

bility to planting and follow-

ing up of seedlings. In so 

doing, we prevent false re-

ports and play a part in the 

development endeavors. 

 We are planning to train ex-

perts  in  TVET  colleges. 

Thus,  after  graduating, 

the trainees give support 

to  local  communities  by 

residing  closer  to  the 

community.  

 In  regard to  the federal 

responsibility where forest 

coverage reaches two or 

more  regions  doesn’t 

mean to takeover region’s 

responsibility. It is just to 

assist in the efforts that 

will  be  made to  protect 

the forest. Further elabo-

ration will be given in reg-

ulation or directives.  

***   ***   *** 

to join hands for forest protection and 

development. Then eventually an-

nounced the conclusion of the confer-

ence.  
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 Appendices  

Appendix 1 

 
 

No Activities Time Allocated Date Responsible Moderator Re-
mark 

1 Program Introduction 8:30 – 8:45 a.m. 09/05/2018 FBC  FBC   

2 Welcoming Remarkeech 8:45 a.m.-9:00 a.m. 09/05/2018 Invited guest from OEF-
CCA 

 FBC  

3 Opening Remark 9:15 a.m-9:30 a.m 09/05/2018 H.E. Dr. Gemedo Dalle 
Minister of MEFCC 

 FBC   

4 Presentation on Climate 
Resilient Green Economy 
(CRGE) Strategy 

9:30 – 10:00a.m. 09/05/2018 Dr. Yitebitu Moges  N/R/
S/ Coordinator 

FBC   

5 Presentation on Forestry 
Vision and REDD+ 

10:00 – 10:30a.m. 09/05/2018 Dr. Yitebitu Moges  N/R/
S/ Coordinator 

FBC  

6 Coffee Break 10:30a.m.– 
10:45a.m. 

09/05/2018 MEFCC --   

7 Forest Proclamation: Issues 
addressed 

10:45a.m. – 
11:15a.m. 

09/05/2018 Ato Birhane Bezabih FBC   

8 Presentations on Ethiopia’s 
Forest Proclamation 

11:15 – 12:30p.m. 09/05/2018 Ato Abberu Tena FBC   

9 Lunch Break 12:30p.m. – 
1:30p.m. 

09/05/2018 MEFCC     

10 Discussion on presentations 1:30 – 3:30p.m. 09/05/2018 Participants H.E. Ato 
Kebede 
Yimam 

  

11 Coffee Break 3:30 – 3:45p.m. 09/05/2018 MEFCC --   

12 Discussion on presentations  
continues 

3:45 – 5 :30p.m. 09/05/2018 Participants H.E. Ato 
Kebede 
Yimam 

  

13 Discussion on  presentations  
continues 

8:30 – 10:30a.m. 10/05/2018 Participants H.E. Ato 
Kebede 
Yimam 

  

14 Coffee Break 10:30 – 10:45a.m. 10/05/2018 MEFCC --   

15 Discussion on  presentations  
continues 

10:45 – 12:30p.m. 10/05/2018 Participants H.E. Ato 
Kebede 
Yimam 

  

16 Lunch Break 12:30 – 1:30p.m. 10/05/2018 MEFCC --   

17 Discussion on  presentations  
continues 

1:30 – 3:30p.m. 10/05/2018 Participants H.E. Ato 
Kebede 
Yimam 

  

18 Coffee Break 3:30 – 3:45p.m. 10/05/2018 MEFCC --  

19 Discussion on  presentations  
continues 

3:45 – 5:00p.m. 10/05/2018 Participants H.E. Ato 
Kebede 
Yimam 

 

20 Way Forward & Closing Re-
mark 

5:00 – 5:30p.m. 10/05/2018 H.E. Dr. Gemedo Dalle 
Minister of MEFCC 

FBC  

Program of Conference on Forest Law Proclamation, Ethiopian Forestry Vision & REDD+ 

Bishoftu round I, Oromiya Regional State; From May 9 to May 10, 2018  
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 Appendix  2 

Male Female  Total 

422 62 484 

Number of participants 
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HAWASA CONFERENCE  
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Your Excellency Dr. Geemedo 
Dalle Minster of   Ministry of                                                             
Environment Forest & Climate 
Change 
Honorable Ato Ayele Supreme 
Court President of SNNPR 
Honorable W/t Tizita Justice 

Bureau Head of SNNPR 
Honorable Administrators of 
Zone and Districts 
Honorable Presidents of zone, 
special districts and Districts’ 
courts   
Ladies and Gentle Men, 
I  am so honored to welcome 
you to this conference. Accord-
ing to the constitute article 44, 

sub article 1, plus Article 92, 
like other basic laws, the citi-
zens have the right to live in a 
clean and healthy environment. 
Besides, it states that any de-
velopment activities should not 
pollute the welfare of the envi-
ronment.  When we talk about 
security  of  environment  and 
safeguard of environment, we 

 

mean with reference to the real-
ization of the right of the citizen 
and the implementation of gov-
ernment’s policy and strategy.  
Accordingly, the country is striv-
ing to implement internal  and 
international laws that have to 
do with environment so as to 
create  conducive  environment 
to the citizenry.  
Today  deforestation  has 
reached to high level that need-
ed the government top law en-
forcement  bodies’  attention. 
The increasing level deforesta-
tion, the pollution of our rivers, 
sound pollution and things that 
have to do with pollution are an 

example of the current feature 
of the country. 
In order to address these prob-
lems, it is imperative to obey 
the international laws and strive 
to determinedly undertake the 
green development activities.  
Moreover, the law enforcement 
duties  in  relation  to  environ-
ment nowadays are found to be 
abused  countrywide.  Mean-
while,  the  law  itself  had  so 
many gaps. These gaps have 
opened room so that environ-
ment to get polluted and forest 
to get destroyed. As a result, it 
was not possible to meet the 
anticipated  objectives.  Unless 
we change course and get ded-

icated,  the  situation  gets 
worse.  Therefore,  it  is  im-
portant for the citizenry to be 
beneficiary  of  the  rights  ob-
tained from the constitution.  
This  conference  today  will 
help us a lot to assess the 
past weaknesses and appro-
priately  employ  our  stamina 
for the future endeavors.  Fi-
nally, thanking all parties who 
worked hard to make this con-
ference happen, I cordially in-
vite  His  Excellency  Dr.  Ge-
medo Dalle Minister of Minis-
try of Environment, Forest and 
Climate  Change  to  make 
opening remarks.   

Welcoming Remarks 

Introduction 

This conference was intended to create awareness on the new forest proclamation 1065/2018. 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change in cooperation with Fana Broadcasting Cor-

porate has organized the conference. Accordingly, 1053 attendees were invited to partake in the 

conference. The two days conference encompassed various presentations and also discussion 

was held on the new forest proclamation. 
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His Excellency Dr. Gemedo Dalle             

Making an Opening Remarks 
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Dr. Yitebitu Moges Presenting 
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Dr. Teshale W/Amanuel Presenting 

 Coordinator of SNNPRS 

REDD+ Dr. Teshale 

Welde Amanuel’s presen-

tation was entitled “The 

Essence of Inclussive , 

Well Defined, and Well 

Enforced Institutions for 

Commons”. 

 The Major part of the his 

discourse was “Tragedy 

Vs. Comedy”.  

 The Tragedies accord-

ing to his presentation 

are: Deforestation, deg-

radation, Loss of biodi-

versity, Elevated risk of 

erosion, Floods and low-

ered water tables, and 

Increased release of 

carbon into the atmos-

phere associated with 

global climate change, 

Water pollution , and 

Overfishing are the trag-

edies. According to him 

the aforesaid are 

abused by humans for 

their livelihood. As a re-

sult, forests, wild lives, 

water bodies, etc. at un-

sustainable state.   

a) The comedies accord-

ing to his discourse are: 

Societies with informal 

norms that sustain ra-

ther than destroy forest 

ecosystems 

b) Mutualistic relation-

ships between forests 

and people in the trop-

ics 

c) Societies with informal 

norms that sustain ra-

ther than destroy forest 

ecosystems 

 The presentation also 

includes the forest ref-

erence samples coun-

trywide. Including the 

forest reference level of 

the SNNPR. Moreover, 

it illustrates the region’s 

forest cover in hectare.  

 It has also discussed 

resource characteristics 

by categorizing it into 

two parts: a) Feasibility 

of exclusion, b) Nature 

of consumption.  

 Also discusses limita-

tions. They are charac-

Indigenous institutions, 

Lack of recognizing system 

approach i.e. Bias to speciali-

zation rather than diversifica-

tion; Less appreciation to inter-

action among ; Social, eco-

nomic, and environmental 

components;  

terized as follows:  

Collective authority for natural 

resources management i.e. 

Problem of not exercising collec-

tive authority, 

Limited attention to local re-

sources i.e. Local Knowledge, 

Natural%20forests.pptx
Natural%20forests.pptx
Natural%20forests.pptx
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 Di sc i p l i na ry /se c to r a l 

boundaries i.e. The only 

solution (One-size-fit- for-

all):  a) The forestry sector 

often complains about de-

forestation and blame the 

expansion of agriculture b) 

Hardly contribute for how to 

improve the agricultural 

sector; All-knowing mentali-

ty i.e. Thinking as if we 

knew everything; 

Absence of social respon-

sibility i.e. I mentality pre-

vails over We mentality;  

We respect rules and regu-

lations not from the ethical 

view point but for fear of 

punishment; Corporate re-

sponsibility vs EIA, 

Value system i.e. Tree = 

forest??? Value of natural 

resources: a) Natural re-

sources are created for 

human pleasure b) Natu-

ral resources are created 

for themselves 

 The other major issue of 

his discourse is in regard 

to enabling Institutional 

Environment and Institu-

tional Arrangements in 

SNNPRS. In this part of 

his discours, Dr.   Tshale 

has raised the following 

important points:  

i. Informal inst itut ions 

(norms, traditions, be-

liefs, values, etc.); 

ii. Environmentally friendly 

forest extraction practic-

es; 

iii. Institutional environment 

and arrangement; 

iv. The value system of the 

community towards Nat-

ural Resources; 

v. Biophysical environment/

The agro-ecology itself; 

vi. The final point of his dis-

course was “well defined 

institutions”. According to 

him, in such situation: 

vii. Institutions are the humanly 

devised constraints that 

shape human interaction 

viii. Capitalism vs Social-

ism???? 

ix. They are made up of : 1. 

formal constraints (such as 

rules, laws, constitutions) 

and  

   2 . I n f o r m a l c o n s t r a i n t s      

     (such as norms, be 

     ha v io r ,  con ven t io ns ,   

     self-imposed codes  &  

     conduct) 

 

***   ***   *** 
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 Dr. Ayele Hegena from MEFCC 
while presenting the new forest 
proclamation said: 
 It is obvious that mankind is 

deeply depended on forest. 

 It is imperative to know that de-

forestation could cause migra-

tion. 

 Studies show that 80% of 

emissions in Ethiopia is 

caused by agriculture. 

 Ethiopia has been engaged in 

signing agreements and de-

claring proclamations to con-

tribute to the global effort that 

aspires to prevent climate 

change. 

 According to him, the current 

proclamation compels anyone 

who takes forest land, uses the 

land only for forest develop-

ment. There is no other alter-

native. 

 In regard to carbon trade fund 

benefit for private forest own-

ers is yet a matter under de-

bate. 

 In order to successfully protect 

forest, it is important to know 

that forest management plan is 

important. 

 He also mentioned there is no 

need to wait for the regulation 

in order to implement this proc-

lamation. 

 Every other proclamation that 

is against this new forest proc-

lamation is by default repealed. 

The Full presentation is availa-

ble in the internet at: 
 

 

 

Presenting the new Forest       

Proclamation 1065/2018 

Dr. Ayele Hegena 
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 You have to come up with 

the regulation soon. Be-

cause the matter of the for-

est situation in Ethiopia 

looks like that we have no 

time to wait.  

 Industries ought to support 

forest on the level of their 

emissions. 

 I believe that if we work on 

the level we are doing now, 

we will grow fast. Also our 

forest can be protected. 

 It is only when the forest 

sector gets successful that 

CRGE could be realized.  

 We should train experts at 

every level to be success-

ful in our efforts. For ex-

ample because of lack of 

attention seedling stations 

are suffering from budget 

scarce. We can not ad-

vance the afforestation 

reforestation activities on 

the present situation. 

 Awareness raising activi-

ties should be given seri-

ous attention. The role 

electronic medias play in 

this regard is immense. 

 The regulations and direc-

tives should be given at-

tention to prevent diver-

gence with other sectors 

regulations and directives. 

 Unless the structure at zone 

and wereda level gets im-

proved, the results we are 

aspiring to achieve would on-

ly be a dream. 

 Land use plan should be giv-

en attention in order to make 

the forest proclamation suc-

cessfully implemented. 

 We are practically seeing the 

climate change and we 

have to be committed to 

carry out our responsibili-

ties. Everybody is feeling 

the dangers that global 

warming is posing. 

 There is no enough budg-

et and expert at wereda 

level and no one is caring 

about the matter.  

 I am afraid the law en-

forcement authorities are 

not aware how climate 

change is affecting our 

life.    If  we are committed 

to develop forest, workers 

that serve in nursery sites 

ought to be employed per-

manently. 

 It would be helpful if 

Views of the attendees 
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REDD+ program is expand-

ed to areas where forest 

coverage is high. 

 I appreciate the fact that this 

conference is organized and 

we are gathered to discuss 

such a very important issue.  

 Environment protection is 

our citizenship obligation. 

We therefore have to make 

history by working hard. 

 This proclamation should 

not be kept on a shelf, but 

must be implemented to 

bring about result.  

 It is imperative for all law 

enforcement bodies to work 

collaboratively in order to 

bring about successful re-

sult. 

 The presence of His Excel-

lency the minister reflects 

the government’s serious-

ness to Ethiopia’s forest. 

 The forest proclamation 

ought to be integrated with 

land use planning. 

 The wereda level law en-

forcement authorities are 

now here and I want them 

to answer why they are 

often reluctant to penalize 

people who destroy forest 

for personal benefit. 

 The effort we are making 

to develop forest is not 

encouraging; we have to 

work hard to bring about 

successful result. 

Comments of the Attendees 

 According to the presenta-

tion, 92 thousand hectare 

forest gets destroyed annu-

ally and it is only 19 thou-

sand hectare forest that we 

are replacing. The gap is 

ridiculous. In my opinion, we 

better strive to keep what 

we have than trying to re-

place what we lost.  

 We have seen many pro-

jects destroying forest and 

never replacing it nor pro-

ducing another thing on the 

land. We so lots of similar 

cases. People are destroy-

ing forest with impunity.  

 The bureaucracy at every 

court is not preventing de-

forestation. From now on, 

they need to see the matter 

very seriously . 

 If business men get in-

volved in forest business, 

the forest will be endan-

gered and we have to 

check this out before it is 

too late. 

 Both farmers and pastoral-

ists are endangering forest 

in Hamer area. Authorities 

are not protecting it. Unless 

the already existing forest 

gets protected, the ongoing 

situation is scary. 

 There must be a limit to 

private owned forest de-

velopment until individuals 

learn about forest to the 

required level.  

 In sidama zone dale were-

da crime is being commit-

ted. Being organized they 

are stealing timber and 

say it came from Oromia 

region. The Ministry 

should take this matter 

very seriously. 

 It is amazing that those 

who are found moving ille-

gal timber and get caught 
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are now accusing us for re-

venge. 

 Courts are cooperating with 

criminals by accepting 

fraudulent ownership li-

cense. Judges, lawyers, and  

other law enforcement au-

thorities who are here 

should consider this matter. 

 Road construction is de-

stroying our forest and dis-

placing farmers as well. 

Such activities ought to be 

supported with researches. 

 Our lakes are in serious 

danger, unless we stand 

up together to prevent 

them from drying out by 

developing forest. 

 Parks are not protected 

well. As a result, forest is 

getting burned and wild an-

imals are migrating. 

 Because our structure is 

weak at wereda level, au-

thorities are reluctant to co-

operate with us. 

 We are not offering ade-

quate attention to indige-

nous trees and they are en-

dangered in so many areas. 

 The name of the ministry 

and the name of the lower 

structures are not similar. 

The situation is confusing 

stakeholders. 

 

Questions asked by the Attendees 

 Article 5 talks about owner-

ship and I think it contrasts 

with land proclamation. Is it 

not going to repeal the land 

proclamation?  

 What is your plan to 

strengthen the wereda level 

office under ministry of En-

vironment Forest and Cli-

mate Change? 

 How far is the right distance 

from a river to develop for-

est? 

 What is the problem if those 

who manage forest manage 

the land as well? 

 What is the distance be-

tween forest and agricul-

ture? 

 If investor allowed develop-

ing forest, what type of 

forest is he/she going to 

develop? 

 According to the former 

proclamation, indigenous 

trees were not allowed to 

be owned privately. Is it 

possible now to own them 

privately? 
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 Responses and further reflections of the authorities 

 It is imperative to know that 

regulations and directives 

are not good reasons to dis-

regarding pressing charges 

against guilty ones. But the 

proclamation itself is func-

tional. 

 Forest gets developed in 

areas where particularly 

prepared for forest. There-

fore, there is no way to con-

trast with land proclamation. 

 Forest development takes 

place not only in degraded 

areas, but also in areas 

where it is necessary to 

develop forest. 

 It is imperative to know 

that the new proclamation 

has already confirmed any 

other laws that contradict 

with it are repealed.  

 Endangered species are 

already identified or can 

be identified by the minis-

try. 

 Studies indicate that the 

major problem for defor-

estation is illegal activities 

that encourage corruption. 

 It is obvious that regions 

are the most important role 

players in protecting and 

developing forest. 

 In regard to parks adminis-

tered by the federal gov-

ernment, the problems 

around parks can be ad-

dressed by working in col-

laboration with regions. 

 The focus being given to 

investment of course boost-

ing deforestation. Accord-

ingly, wetlands are endan-

gered and the situation like 

you said ought to get atten-

tion. 

 Agroforestry is of course 

very important; farmers in 

Amhara region for exam-

ple are replacing khat 

with forest and benefiting 

a lot. 

 We are expecting law en-

forcement groups to con-

sider the real situation of 

the Ethiopian forest and 

act according to the proc-

lamation. 

 It is also important to 

know that participatory 

forest management is an-

other tool that we ought to 

use in order to protect for-

est. 

 Wereda administrators, you 

have heard what has been 

said so far. So, you should 

give serious attention to the 

sector. Also strive to build 

the capacity of the sector 

both in materials and ex-

perts. 

 In regard to wet lands, the 

government is giving focus 
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to them. So, region’s office is 

taking action to protect them. 

 Experts are still advocating 

for the safety of forest. It 

takes just commitment and 

struggle to hit the target. 

 Leader ought to think over 

that the matter of forest is a 

matter that is neglected and 

needs their attention. 

 It is better to stop the talk of 

carbon trade; we keep safe 

our forest to build our econo-

my and to make our envi-

ronment comfortable. 

 The wereda leaders ought 

to ask themselves how 

much effort they made to 

protect the country’s forest. 

 In regard to keeping forest, 

we cannot continue guard-

ing the forest with machine 

gun or by increasing the 

number of guards. We are 

responsible to create sense 

of responsibility among the 

societies.  

 There is no place in the 

future to attack people 

who speak for the safety 

of forest and to support 

those who selfishly de-

stroy forest.  

 The government is work-

ing hard to create forest 

science excellence center 

by building the capacity of 

the existing forest college. 

 

Conclusion and Way forward 

I am very amazed by your participation.  It is en-

couraging seeing you very much concerned for the 

country’s forest. I am very hopeful that you will keep 

this momentum till we meet our objective.  

 

Ethiopia has been loosing its forest over  a long pe-

riod now. Thus , it is high time for us to come up in 

unison and tackle the causes of deforestation and 

forest degradation and strive to restore the coun-

try's forest.  

 

My message to you is to increase your effort  by 

raising awareness of the general public and as a 

law enforcement practitioners by successfully im-

plementing the new forest proclamation.  

 

So, thanking you again, I would like to announce 

the conclusion of the conference.  

 

*** ***  *** 
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  Appendices 

Appendix 1 

                                         Program of Conference on Forest Law Proclamation, Ethiopian Forestry Vision & REDD+ 

                                                                             Awasa, SNNPR; From May 21 to May 22, 2018 

 

 
 

No Activities Time Allocated Date Responsible Moderator Remark 

1 Program Introduction 8:30 – 8:45 a.m. 21/05/2018 FBC Ato Daniel 
Amare FBC 

  

2 Welcoming Remarkeech 8:45 a.m.-9:00 
a.m. 

21/05/2018 Ato Samuel Qeqebo 
Director General of 
EPFA 

Ato Daniel 
Amare FBC 

 

3 Opening Remark 9:15 a.m-9:30 a.m 21/05/2018 H.E. Dr. Gemedo 
Dalle Minister of 
MEFCC 

Ato Daniel 
Amare FBC 

  

4 Presentation on Climate 
Resilient Green Economy 
(CRGE) Strategy 

9:30 – 10:00a.m. 21/05/2018 Dr. Yitebitu Moges  
N/R/S/ Coordinator 

Ato Daniel 
Amare FBC 

  

5 Presentation on Forestry 
Vision and REDD+ 

10:00 – 10:30a.m. 21/05/2018 Dr. Yitebitu Moges  
N/R/S/ Coordinator 

Ato Daniel 
Amare FBC 

  

6 Coffee Break 10:30a.m.– 
10:45a.m. 

21/05/2018 MEFCC --   

7 The Essence of Inclusive, 
Well defined and Well 
enforced institutions for 
Forest resources 

10:45a.m– 
11:35a.m. 

21/05/2018 Dr. Teshale W/
Amanuel RCU 

Ato Daniel 
Amare FBC 

  

8 Presentations on 
Ethiopia’s Forest Procla-
mation 

11:35 – 12:35p.m. 21/05/2018 Dr. Ayele Egena Ato Daniel 
Amare FBC 

  

9 Lunch Break 12:35p.m. – 
1:35p.m. 

21/05/2018 MEFCC --   

10 Discussion on presenta-
tions 

1:35 – 3:30p.m. 21/05/2018 Participants H.E. Dr. 
Gemedo Dalle 

  

11 Coffee Break 3:30 – 3:45p.m. 21/05/2018 MEFCC --   

12 Discussion on presenta-
tions  continues 

3:45 – 5 :30p.m. 21/05/2018 Participants H.E. Dr. 
Gemedo Dalle 

  

13 Discussion on  presenta-
tions  continues 

8:30 – 10:30a.m. 22/05/2018 Participants H.E. Dr. 
Gemedo Dalle 

  

14 Coffee Break 10:30 – 10:45a.m. 22/05/2018 MEFCC --   

15 Discussion on  presenta-
tions  continues 

10:45 – 12:30p.m. 22/05/2018 Participants H.E. Dr. 
Gemedo Dalle 

  

16 Lunch Break 12:30 – 1:30p.m. 22/05/2018 MEFCC --   

17 Discussion on  presenta-
tions  continues 

1:30 – 3:30p.m. 22/05/2018 Participants H.E. Dr. 
Gemedo Dalle 

  

18 Coffee Break 3:30 – 3:45p.m. 22/05/2018 MEFCC --  

19 Discussion on  presenta-
tions  continues 

3:45 – 5:00p.m. 22/05/2018 Participants H.E. Dr. 
Gemedo Dalle 

 

20 Way Forward & Closing 
Remark 

5:00 – 5:30p.m. 22/05/2018 H.E. Dr. Gemedo 
Dalle 

Ato Daniel 
Amare FBC 
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Appendix 2 

Male Female Total 

973  80 1053 

Number of participants 


