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Ato Habtu Mengist Monitoring specialist at the National REDD+ Secretariat welcomed the guests 

and made a brief introduction of  the training. He explained that the training was intended to up-

grade the capacity of zone and wereda experts at the national level. He said that Ethiopia since 2011 

has been relentlessly working on CREGE. According to him, it has been advantageous for Ethiopia  

to follow the path of CRGE. In this regard, he said the ministry is striving to achieve its goal in par-

ticular to restore Ethiopia's forest wealth to its former status. He added, REDD+ Ethiopia considers 

trainings such as this as  fundamental  accomplishment that will guaranty the investment phase un-

dertakings. 

He also mentioned that similar trainings have been conducted in various places to meet the same 

objective. He assured the trainees that they will be equipped with different skills and knowledge that 

will hopefully be translated into their day today work.  

He finally introduced the training workshop schedule and invited Ato Sintayehu Derese, the Amhara 

Region REDD+ Coordination Unit Coordinator to make an introductory remark.   

 

 

Ato Habtu Mengist 

Friday March 14, 2018 
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Dear Dr Belaineh Ayele  

Director of Amhara Region’s Environment Forest and Climate Change Authority 

Dear Training coordinators, Trainers, and Trainees  

 

I welcome you all to Dangila to partake in the training workshop prepared to aware experts at 

wereda and zone level. We are now on the verge of completing the REDD+ readiness phase 

and entering the REDD+ investment phase.  

During the past four years REDD+ readiness phase, our region has carried out significant ac-

tivities. REDD+ has been conducting various trainings throughout the region on the one hand 

to build the capacity of its experts and on the other hand to raise awareness of local communi-

ties through different consultation programs.  

This training is also intended to build your capacity and encourage you as we enter together in 

the next investment phase. Therefore, I hope you will learn a lot from the training and make a 

difference at your working environment. With this note, I am honored to invite Dr. Belaineh 

Director of Environment Forest and Climate Change Authority to the podium to officially 

open the five days training workshop.  

 

Thank you very much!  

   

Ato Sintayehu Derese Amhara Region’s REDD+ Coordination Unit Coordinator  
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Opening Remark 

Dear colleagues, trainers, and trainees, 

I am honored to have this opportunity of being with you. It is very encouraging seeing you 

continuously upgrading your capacity. It is obvious that climate change is hurting our world 

currently. Our country Ethiopia is one of the countries which are striving to address the prob-

lem global warming is causing. REDD+ mission is one of the instrument of CRGE that is de-

termined to address the problem that the forest sector is facing presently.  

The REDD+ coordination of our region in particular is playing a pivotal role in the effort that 

is being undertaken to protect forest.  It is obvious to you that the deforestation and forest deg-

radation rate is much higher than the afforestation reforestation rate. It requires the general 

public’s commitment to address the problem. This training is one of the commitment REDD+ 

mission is making to upgrade your capacity so that you become encouraged to undertake your 

responsibility efficiently and effectively.  

I believe you will learn a lot in the coming five days; the training workshop program indicates 

that various lessons will be taught. It is my heartfelt wish that you will be equipped with lots 

of knowledge that will advance your performance when you get back to your regular work.  

Thus, wishing you the best in the coming five days journey, I gladly announce that the training 

workshop is officially opened. 

Thank you very much 

 

Guest of honor Dr. Belayneh making an opening speech 
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Introduction 

The Ethiopian REDD+ accomplishment of the past four year readiness program has met its 

objective. Although there are few hindrances, REDD+ so far has been successful in most of its 

undertakings.   REDD+ is one of the major instruments of the Ethiopia’s CRGE movements. It 

contributes to its strategies that attempt to advance the country’s green development. The 

presentation encompasses: National Context of REDD+, REDD+ Milestones, Self-Assessment 

Process and Results, REDD+ Readiness Progress, Beyond Readiness: REDD+ Investment Ini-

tiatives, and Conclusions and Way forward. 

 

                 Read Readiness Package    (Highlights of the presentation) 

 According to the discourse, REDD+ was introduced as promoter of sustainable green de-

velopment that has been embedded within CRGE making a great effort in emissions reduc-

tion through forest conservation, reforestation and afforestation to  protect bio-diversity, 

improving livelihood, replenishing  the water store (mountains), etc. These activities have 

been carried out under supervision of the Ethiopian government. 

 

  Meanwhile, REDD+ has been successful in wining fund from multiple sources who be-

lieved in its determination.   

 

 In regard to self-assessment steps followed and self-assessment results made against 34 

criteria has been demonstrated.   The assessment incorporates major tasks and sub tasks. 

(See R-Package at: https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/)  

 

 REDD+ readiness progress is another point of discussion. REDD+ management arrange-

ments have been designed and are functioning. Besides, awareness raising workshops and 

consultations has been undertaken and over three hundred thousand participants have par-

taken in workshop trainings the mass media had millions of addressees. National REDD+ 

strategy final draft has been prepared & consulted with stakeholders. Also 4 REDD+ safe-

guards instruments prepared. Design of National FMS/MRV system is advancing. In addi-

tion, Forest Reference Level set and technically verified and published by UNFCCC.  

 

 What is more, REDD+ investment has already been launched ahead of time.  

 

 In regard REDD+ investment activities, Two major REDD+ investment activities were 

mentioned: the first one was Oromia Forested Landscape Program (OFLP)it is first of its 

kind in the world, jurisdictional, now in implementation phase (18 Million USD for invest-

ment grant (signed in March 2017).  

 Additionally, money for RBP is pledged through the ERPA discussion going on now. 

OFLP is the one under implementation among the 4 ERP international initiatives by ISFL.  

 

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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 The second phase is REDD+ Investment Program (RIP) supported through Ethio-Norway       

Bilateral REDD+ Partnership Agreement signed in August 2013 and partnership continues 

until 2030. Thus, 10 million USD grant for investment on A/R is being implemented (2016

-2019)- RBP for readiness milestones. Yet, 

80 million USD for transformation phase 

(signed with GoE in July 2017) for invest-

ment on forest conservation and forest resto-

ration (until 2020). Additional, 20 million 

USD was obtained for international TA. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conclusion statements indicate that Ethiopia has secured funds for the investment phase 

from the World Bank and the Norway Government. In addition, Ethiopia has got the en-

dorsement of its R-Package by the FCPF Participants Committee In September 2017 during 

international conference that took place in Laos PDR. What is more, the REDD+ Remain-

ing few readiness activities are planned to be completed in June 2018. 

 
Ato Hailemarimam Kibret 

 

TEA BREAK 
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Introduction 

Forest has never been considered as crucial as the present time. Today, Climate Change and 

the consequence Global warming have made known the role of forest. REDD+ Ethiopia on its 

part has been conducting a number of awareness training workshops throughout the country. 

Besides, it has been working with various media institutions to raise awareness of the general 

public in regard to the role of forest.  This presentation in the meantime has discussed forest 

resources of Ethiopia and their ecological and Economic significance.  

Forest Resources of Ethiopia and their Ecological and Economic significance  

(Highlights of the presentation) 

 

 Forests’ pivotal role in the global carbon balance has been explained, this is done by serv-

ing as both carbon sources and sinks. The global and the national carbon emissions level 

have been stated and also how forest absorbs the emitted carbon has also been explained.  
 

 Forest definition of FAO was 2006 i.e. Area ≥ 0.5-1.0 ha, Tree height ≥ 2-5 meters, Cano-

py cover ≥ 10-30%,  definition of 2010 i.e. Area ≥ 0.5 ha, Tree height ≥ 5 meters, Canopy 

cover ≥ 10%, Does not include – agricultural or urban land use. The presentation has also 

shown the top ten global forest resources demonstrating countries’ forest area in hectare 

and also many other countries’ forest resources (See the tables in the Internet at: https://

ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/).  

 It was also shown that FAO in the meantime has included Ethiopia among countries whose 

forest cover reads 10 – 30% during 2010 – 2015. FAO’s report reveals that Ethiopia’s for-

est cover was 12.2 million hectare that is 11%. The land cover types of Ethiopia and their 

proportion also mean growth stock and annual increments of forest categories of Ethiopia 

have been demonstrated via tables (See tables in the Internet at: https://

ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/). What is more, definition of forest in Ethiopia has been explained 

as follows: Area ≥ 0.5 ha, Height ≥ 2m, Canopy cover ≥ 20% (MEFCC, Feb. 2015). The 

discourse elucidates that Ethiopia decided to change its national forest definition in order 

to better capture dry and lowland-moist vegetation resources. 

 List of the nine vegetation types in Ethiopia has been read out. These are: Afro‐alpine and 

Sub‐Afro‐alpine, Dry Evergreen Montane Forest, Moist Evergreen Montane Forest, Aca-

cia--Commiphora (Small Leaved) Woodland,  Combretum--Terminalia (Broad Leaved) 

Woodland, Lowland Dry Forests, Wetland (swamps, lakes, rivers and riparian) Vegetation, 

Evergreen Scrub Vegetation, and Lowland Semi‐Desert and Desert Vegetation . Areas 

where the vegetation types exist and pictures of vegetation types were demonstrated via 

power point 

 In regard to Carbon stocks of forests in Ethiopia, the discourse states that accurate ac-

counting of the carbon stocks of woody vegetation has not been done yet. Further explana-

tions clarify that the largest store of carbon in the country is found in the woodlands 

(45.7%) and the shrub lands (34.4%); Because of their great potential in influencing car-

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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bon balance, these vegetation types need to be considered in forest related discussions, in-

cluding carbon negotiations. 

 

 

 The discourse elucidates that the major sources of Green House Gasses emission from 

Land Use Change and Forestry are: use of biomass energy (charcoal, firewood, dung, resi-

dues, etc.) and also get rid of forests and replace them with agriculture. Whereas the forest 

and woody vegetation of Ethiopia play an important environmental role in sequestering 

carbon i.e. (50% GHGs reduction potential). Meanwhile Forests have economic and eco-

logical significances. The economic aspects are their use as: Source of construction wood 

supply, Source of household energy, Sources of non-timber forest products (honey, spices, 

medicinal plants, gum and incenses, wild edible foods (fruits, mushrooms, etc.); High po-

tential for carbon finance. The ecological aspects are: Biodiversity conservation (Habitat 

for a wide array of wild animals), Climate change mitigation potential, and Soil and water 

conservation. 

 

 The discourse also states that there are further challenges that Ethiopian forest face. 

Among these: population increase and the increase in demand of arable land, increasing 

demands for forest productions, increasing demands for industrial agriculture, lack of own-

ership, very high level of encroachment, lack of protection via law enforcement bodies, 

lack of integrated efforts among important sectors. 

 

 The other point of discussion was the challenges that the dry lands of Ethiopia are facing. 

According to the discourse, the challenges are: formal and informal resettlements, increas-

ing of human and animal population, the current global climate change which is adding 

further stress to dry land areas, increased deforestation and land degradation, escalating 

desertification, poor infrastructure, invasive alien species (Some of the most commonly recog-

nized invasive plant species that are taking over large areas of woodlands include Prosopis juliflora in Afar) 

and (Acacia drepanolobium in Borena range lands).  

 

  

Trainer: Ato Birhanemeskel Alemu Trainees 

LUNCH BREAK 
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 Meanwhile, according to the discourse the opportunities for forest development are the 

following: high demand for forest products, improved policy environment, emergence of 

forest enterprises, establishment of the new ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change, emergence of international carbon finance, recognition of afforestation and sus-

tainable forest management as a key climate change mitigation strategy are the major ones.  

The major problem we have is that the 

Community’s awareness is little. The se-

cond problem is the gap with the execu-

tive government bodies. They don’t work 

jointly. It happened one day when forest 

in our surrounding was caught by fire and 

we got rushed to extinguish the fire, no 

one from the authorities gave attention. 

Another time, we caught a person who 

was trying to illegally export  full of eight 

tractor timber. And he was brought to a 

court. But he was released free. A week 

later. We cannot go anywhere like this.  

In my opinion, one of the major problem 

is an investment that is carried out with-

out being studied. Another problem is 

the overflowing Charcoal. Only  minibus-

es, about four hundred of them a day 

pass through our wereda carrying mini-

mum three Sacks of Charcoal. Imagine if 

these minibuses drive three or four 

round trips, how much Sacks of Charcoal 

is traded. Each sack is bought birr 140 

and sold with birr 300.  We are truly los-

ing our forest. I am afraid we cannot 

achieve emissions reduction goal.  

Lunch Break and Later Discussion 

In my opinion, we can expand forest in  our re-

gion if we focus on the lowland areas. So, we 

need your support on this.  We have the interest 

and the capacity to work. We jus lack budget. I 

hope the problem with budget gets resolved.  

There is no transparency at all. As a 

result, I can say forests don’t have 

owners.  Investors are destroying for-

est. Why do we give them our land in 

the name of investment? 

O
p

in
io

n
, V

iew
s, an

d
 C

o
m

m
en

ts 
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In our wereda for example we have about 

eighty investors.  All of them have farms. 

However, if you enter the farming field and 

watch, you see large number of sacks of 

Charcoal rather than crops. My opinion is 

that we have a chance to evaluate those in-

vestors and we ought to evaluate them hon-

estly. These are dangerous to our environ-

ment and society. Last time, we gave zero 

result to about ninety investors who abuse 

their responsibility. However, we were told 

to reconsider their result and give the a pass.  

The big problem is that we from environment, 

forest and climate change authority are now 

removed from the evaluating team. I don’t 

know why the previous speaker skipped this 

point. The main reason for theme to remove us 

from the team is just because we are serious on 

the environment and forest safety issue. The 

other point is the contraband of wood through 

Metema. This has to be stopped. Stakeholders 

are defending forest destroyers. For how long 

do they keep defending them?  In short, the 

justice sectors are not with us.  

One of the major problem we have is fire. The 

other challenging one is those displaced com-

munity. They are not satisfied with the land 

they are bestowed  and they are expanding to-

wards the forest. This is really dangerous move. 

The other problem we have is with our stake-

holders. Whenever we bring guilty people who 

cut trees, they challenge us to bring evidence 

that shows them doing wrong. When we accuse 

those who burn forest, the challenge us to bring 

evidence that shows them carrying fire.  

The problem we are seeing at the moment is that 

just to create job for the youth, the forest  was 

handed to 58 youth associations, which have 

about 1320 members. The idea was blessed, but 

the young ones are improperly using trees that 

produce frankincense. We are almost losing the 

forest.  We have reported the matter to authori-

ties to be able to tackle the problem. It is still 

pending. We not only losing forest but also pre-

cious wild life. So, I don’t know how we succeed? 

Opinions, Views, and Comments 
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The problem I see in my opinion is lack of land use 

plan. The law and regulation at work is shallow 

and fails to fully protect the forest. The other 

problem is abuse of responsibility. For example, 

we are now assigned to wereda and we are amaz-

ingly working on land registration, which is not 

our assignment. If I am not doing my job, I said to 

my boss, just change my title. No body is talking 

about forest there. I wonder why I am there.   

The task that we are assigned to carry out and the 

number of expert assigned for the assignment never 

coincides. I don’t know how we are going to address 

the problem. Moreover, we are paying birr 33 for 

seedling and we pay birr 15 for safety guards for 

keeping  the forest. Such payment is confusing. We 

are undermining the guards’ effort. The thieves who 

are destroying the forest too undermine them.   Law 

enforcement problem is also another challenge that 

should be addressed.  

Rather than protecting the forest we own, we are giving 

it to investors to do whatever they wish with it. Another 

point is that he structure of the sector itself is not stud-

ied well. It has to be first restructured in order to be 

successful with our efforts.  

We are not doing our job properly. The youth are 

asking license to work on frankincense production. 

Meanwhile,  we are told by authorities to give them 

license, but we are yet resisting because their pro-

posal was not convincing.   

Opinions, Views, and Comments 

 There has been a hot interaction in the course of the training. According to the trainees, this training work-

shop has not only upgraded their knowledge and skill, but also has encouraged and motivated them t com-

mit themselves to carrying out their responsibilities.   One of the major opinions expressed by the trainees is 

that REDD+ ought make an assessment later on what change this training brings about. Moreover, the train-

ees repeatedly commented that such training should include practical exercises in a field.   
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SAMPLE PICTURE of LUNCH TIME  

 

      

 Sample Picture of Tea break 
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     Saturday Morning, a trainee Presenting News  of the previous day event humorously  
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Introduction-3 

Climate change has become a bone of contention currently as the world is changing because of 

global warming. Ethiopia on its part is playing an important role. In particular the REDD+ 

Ethiopia mission during the readiness program is striving to build awareness of the general 

public through mass media and series of training workshops.  

This presentation particularly focuses on how climate change is negatively influencing our 

world and it describes the role of Ethiopia in the global effort that is underway to improve the 

climate. In the meantime the presentation talks about the things Ethiopia needs to do to restore 

its forest.   

Climate Change and forests (Highlights of the presentation)  

 The discourse begins by defining weather and climate. Accordingly, weather deals with 

what is happening in the atmosphere at any given time, it changes with short term i.e. dai-

ly, weekly, and monthly; climate deals with average weather over longer time frames.  

 Greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere are: Carbon dioxide (CO2), Methane (CH4), Nitrous 

oxide (N2O), Hydro fluorocarbons (HFCs), and Sulphur Hexafluoride (SF6). Industrial 

sources are: Fossil fuel combustion and cement manufacturing; Landfills, Coal mining and 

natural gas production; Fossil fuel combustion Nitric acid production; Industrial processes 

manufacturing; Electrical transmission and distribution system. Land use sources are: De-

forestation and burning of forests; Conversion of wet lands, Rice paddies, Livestock pro-

duction.  

 Sources of greenhouse gasses are:  

1. Increasing rates of Deforestation and forest degradations:  

a.Unwise expansion of Agriculture, 

b. Increasing demand of forest products, 

c. Other LULC. 

2. Using of fossil fuels and coals for  

a. Transport  

b.Industries 

c. Energy supply 

d.Residential & commercial buildings 

 According to the discourse, three percent of the earth's forest cover was lost between 1990 

and 2005 and some 96% of deforestation occurs in tropical regions (FAO). Deforestation 

contributes 20% Co2 globally.  

 The impact of climate change are:  

a. Raising Global warming,  

b.Decreasing Rain fall distributions,  

c. Raising Annual temperature & see levels, 

Saturday March 15, 2018  
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d. Frequent flooding,  

e. Ice & snow melting,  

f. Out breaking of human & animal disease.  

 

 Climate change also impacts:   

a. Eco systems: i.e. biodiversity, carbon storage, habitats, etc.  

b.Human systems: i.e. agriculture, freshwater, health, etc. 

c. Urban systems: i.e. transports, buildings, lifestyle, etc. 

d.Economic systems: i.e. energy, manufacturing, natural capital industries, etc. 

e. Social systems: i.e. equity, migration, peace, conflict, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Alexander: 

Trainer 
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 According to the presentation, the main cause of global warming is the increased concen-

tration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere since the industrial revolution in the late 

18th century. Besides, there have been changes in rainfall worldwide, due to changes in 

surface temperatures of oceans and land areas. In addition, globally, the areas experiencing 

drought, or periods of extremely dry weather, have increased since the 1970s. The grave 

situation will cause over 143 million people into “climate migrants” escaping crop failure, 

water scarcity, and sea-level rise due to decreasing snow cover and melting ice layers at 

the poles. Sea levels are rising due to thermal expansion and melting glaciers and ice caps. 

Average global sea levels have risen 17 cm during 20th century and may rise to 28-58 cm 

by 2100. 

 

 As seawater reaches farther inland, it can cause destructive erosion, wetland flooding, aq-

uifer and agricultural soil contamination, and lost habitat for fish, birds, and plants. 

 

 Climate change on the other hand will create damage on the forest by causing wildfires, 

storms, insect outbreaks, and the occurrence of invasive species. There are three choices to 

take: 

 1. Adapt, 

 2. Mitigate, or 

 3. Ignore and suffer the consequence  

 

 According to the discourse, forests play a great role by absorbing carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere and storing it as carbon in their biomass as they grow. Forests’ eco system an-

nually absorb approximately 2.6 Giga tons of carbon or 9.53 Giga tons of carbon dioxide 

equivalent. But deforestation and forest degradation emit approximately 1.6 Giga tons of 

carbon or 5.7 Giga tons of carbon dioxide equivalent.  

 

 Forests cover nearly a third (31 percent) of the world's land surface, just over 4 billion hec-

tares. That’s the equivalent of Brazil, Canada, China, and the United States combined. 

This forest is the solution to the threat that climate change poses on mankind.  

 

Two short films have been watched; one is about how climate change brings global warming 

and then causes disaster. The other is about how forest purifies the polluted atmosphere and 

refreshes the weather.  

TEA BREAK 
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Alexander: 

Trainer 

Trainees 



19 

Proceedings of Training Workshop Conducted at Amhara Region Dangila Town, Gashuna Hotel MFCC/REDD+ 

        Group Exercise – 1 

Perceptions of climate change in the Urban Setting (local manifestations and impacts) 

 Let participants form  groups 

 Discuss among group members on individual perceptions of the changing climate in 

community & experts. 

 Write down your perceptions of climate change in your locality (local manifestations  

       and impacts) ? 

  What are the local adaptive responses you know of? 

 Present your group’s reflections to the plenary. 

 

Group 1 South Gondar  

 

a. Communities think that it is God’s punishment to their sin. They don’t consider it 

global warming. 

b. Experts do understand that the world is gradually changing. 

c. In regard to the impacts, we have observed that rain is not keeping its season. 

d. New crop diseases are emerging. 

e. Crops that use to grow in lowland areas are now beginning to grow in highland ar-

eas. 

f. Lessening of the ground water. 

g. Mosquitoes that transfer malaria use to emerge in lowland areas are now they are 

emerging in highland areas. 

h. “Teff” uses to grow in lukewarm areas, but now it is growing in places that are 

used to be cold areas.  

i. Goats use to be reared in low land areas, now they are being reared in highland 

too. 

j. In regard to adaptation measure, it is possible to grow climate resilient seeds. Also 

rearing climate resilient animal.   

k. Arrangement of emergency support from the government is necessary when it is 

needed. 

l. Also feeding animals weeds that are abundant but not previously used. Doing the 

same alternative to human too to prevent drought. 

m. Also facilitating long term loan in regard to mitigation measure. 

n. In regard to mitigation measure, it is better to work land use strategy especially 

with sustainable land management group. 

o. Awareness creation is also an adaptation measure that can be used. 

 
 LUNCH BREAK 
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Group 1 South Gondar  discussing  

 

 

South Gondar   

Group 1  

Presenting  
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Group 2: Central and north Gondar 

 

a. Communities perceive climate change as God’s anger towards men. However, 

some understand that it is just climate change.  

b. Experts too don’t have the deep understanding of the root cause except perceiv-

ing it as climate change. 

c. In regard to the manifestations of climate change, disappearance of certain plants 

animals due to climate change. 

d. Spread of invasive species. 

e. Reduced production of crop due to interruption of rain. 

f. Problem of heavy running water due to sudden raining. 

g. Emergence of various diseases both on plants and animals. 

h. For instance malaria uses to attack men in lowland areas, but now it is emerging 

in highland areas.   

i. Water springs are drying. This forces women to fetch water from far places and 

get exposed to rape. 

j. In regard to the impacts, the situation has caused migration. People change plac-

es to pass certain difficult seasons. 

k. In regard to mitigation, water and soil conservation activity is underway. This is 

already accepted by farmers and is bringing about change. 

l. More focus is given to physical conservation measure. 

m. Related to adaptation and mitigation method, improved seed and fertilizer is being 

used. Yet, fertilizer itself has negative impact on the land and on human health 

too. 
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    Group 2: Central and north Gondar discussing 

 

 

Central & 

North Gondar  

Group 2 

Presenting 
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Group 3 West Gojam 

 

a. Communities understand that there is climate change. They feel the environment 

temperature increase. 

b. Experts too understand what is happening is climate change.  

c. In regard to the manifestations, new crops are growing. For instance maize uses 

to grow in lowland areas, but it now it is starting to grow in highland areas. This 

shows the change in the climate. 

d. Spring waters are drying.  

e. Some plants are vanishing. 

f. Raining unseasonably is affecting the crop production. 

g. Reduction of productivity both in crops and in animals is seen. 

h. In regard to the impacts, we are now learning that our society is being attacked by 

cancer. This has never happened before. 

i. Frequent draught and heavy running water was caused by the change occurred in 

climate. Draught uses to occur perhaps once in a decade. However, it is now hap-

pening frequently. 

j. Water wells are losing water. 

k. Climate change for instance causes draught and draught leads to migration.  

l. Also diseases that suddenly spread may occur. 

m. Heavy running water causes severe damage on houses, crops, infrastructures, 

soil, dams, etc. 

n. Migration of wildlife. 

o. In regard to adaptive mechanism, it is important to have improved seeds and cli-

mate resistant animals. 

p. In regard to mitigation mechanism, bio physical soil conservation should be under-

taken. 

q. Encouraging afforestation and reforestation activities. 
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Group 3 West Gojam discussing  

 

 

West Gojam  

Group 3  

Presenting  
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Group 4 Awi  Zone 

a. The community is actually observing the changes that are happening on climate. 

However, no one considers it as climate change; rather call it catastrophe plunged 

on mankind by God. 

b. In regard to experts’ attitude towards climate change, we have observed that there 

is a better understanding. However, there is no satisfactory effort made from the 

expert side to tackle the problems. 

c. In regard signs of climate change and the impacts, rise of temperature has been 

observed.  

d. Besides, it is raining ahead of the expected season.  

e. In addition, various diseases that have never been seen in the area are emerging. 

f.  Water wells are drying and production is also declining. 

g. We are also observing heavy running water causing damage suddenly. 

h. In regard to the influence the aforesaid problems constitute, one is the emergence 

of new diseases such as malaria. 

i. The other thing is that infrastructures are being damaged due to running water. 

j. Another impact is migration. 

k. Production has declined; as a result, this has caused significant problem on hu-

man and animals. 

l. In regard to local adaptive mechanisms, to produce improved crop and animal 

species that can resist diseases.  

m. It is also necessary to be cautious not to import genetically harming species. 

n. Use plants or crops that grow in short period of time in order to prevent shortage 

of food. 

o. Another mechanism is storing water during raining season for use during hot sea-

son. 

p. Arranging Banks for crops for human’s food also Banks for animal’s food.  
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Group 4 Awi Zone  discussing  
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Group 5 East Gojam zone 

a. In regard to the perception of climate change, the communities now understand 

that climate change is occurring. The thing that the communities don’t understand 

is what is causing the climate change and what the preventing methods are. 

b. In regard to the knowledge of the experts, they actually know climate change has 

already occurred and is causing problems. Yet, the experts too don’t have deep 

knowledge about the various factors affecting the climate. For example an expert 

doesn’t know what causes climate change and what the preventing mechanisms 

are. 

c. In regard to the signs of climate change, increased temperature has been ob-

served. 

d. Also new diseases like malaria and cancer are occurring. 

e. Besides, diseases of crops are also emerging. 

f. Cyclones and hoarfrost are also occurring. 

g. In regard to the impacts of the changes that are occurring due to climate change, 

shortage of water is occurring. 

h. Besides, declining production is another problem that is occurring. 

i. In addition, new diseases are occurring and human health is at stake. 

j. Moreover, forest degradation and wildlife migration is the other problem 

k. Food scarcity is also causing human migration. 

l. In regard to adaptation measures, storing water during raining season is one 

measure. 

m. Another is using improved seeds that are capable of resisting draught. 

n. To increase health care centers both for men and animals. 

o. Creating income generation methods. 

p. To improve dressing codes.  

q. Strengthening soil and water conservation activities. 

r. Working on creation of communities’ awareness. 
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Group 5 East Gojam zone discussing 

 

East Gojam  

Group 5  

Presenting 



29 

Proceedings of Training Workshop Conducted at Amhara Region Dangila Town, Gashuna Hotel MFCC/REDD+ 

   

 Introduction 

Government policy is a major instrument to every sector to be able to undertake activities with 

confidence and commitment. In this regard, the presentation discuses the technical background  

on REDD+ that is designed based on the policy. The discussion points are: International cli-

mate agreement and development of REDD+ policy; relevant national policies and strategies; 

carbon stock measurement/accounting; reference levels; concepts of additionally, leakage and 

performance; and reporting and verification.  

Policy and Technical background on REDD+ (Highlights of the presentation)  

 The discourse begins with definition of REDD+ i.e. reducing emissions from deforestation 

and forest degradation. The plus sign refers to conservation of forests, sustainable forest 

management, enhancing forest carbon stocks. Deforestation and forest degradation repre-

sents 20% of the global emissions (results in Climate change). REDD+ is a global policy 

framework under UNFCCC for Climate change mitigation and adaptation. UNFCCC is 

United Nations body which was established in 1992, to establish climate change conven-

tions and protocols. 

 The reason REDD+ is included in a global climate regime is because it has big impact, 

cheap to implement, also quick climate solution, and win-win strategy. Besides, it is an 

opportunity for developing countries to receive incentives. Yet it is cheaper way for rich 

countries to undertake emission reductions. 

 Relevant National Policies and strategies to REDD+ program Implementation according to 

the presentation are:  

a. Forest policy and strategy 

b. Forest proclamation 

c. CRGE strategy 

d. Land administration and use proclamation 

e. National REDD+ strategy (final draft), etc. 

 The discourse further explains that REDD+ is embedded in the green economy strategy 

supporting forestry as a major pillar in the GE strategy.  Forestry has 50% GHGs emission 

abatement potential. In addition to emissions reduction multiple benefits can be achieved 

from REDD+ program implementation such as biodiversity conservation, livelihoods, 

economy, hydrological functions, etc. 

 Also REDD+ targeted interventions are: Biodiversity conservation, forest based liveli-

hoods, PFM, A/R, sustainable/renewable energy, CSA/CS Livestock Management. The 

enabling environments on the other hand are:  Strong Stakeholder Engagement& partner-

ship, clear benefit sharing mechanisms, land use planning, harmonized policies / legisla-

Sunday March 16, 2018 
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tions & strengthening Institutions, improved forest governance & Law enforcement.   

 In regard to carbon stock measurement/ accounting, the discourse states that data types 

are: Activity data and Emission factors. Activity data refers to the landscape coverage of 

different land uses and the degree of transfer between them. Emission factors refer to 

changes in various carbon pools of a forest (carbon stock change per unit of area). 

The discourse further states that IPCC has established a tier system reflecting the degrees 

of certainty or accuracy of the carbon stock assessment. These are: 

Tier 1 uses IPCC default values (i.e. biomass in different forest biomes, etc.) and  

        simplified assumptions. 

Tier 2 requires country specific carbon data for key factors.  

Tier 3 requires highly specific inventory data on carbon stocks in different pools, 

and repeated measurements of key carbon stocks through time, which may also 

be supported by modeling.  

 

 

 Definition of carbon pools is stated as follows: 

a.Above Ground Biomass (AGB) 

b.Below Ground Biomass (BGB) 

c.Dead wood,  

d.Litter,  

e.Soil Organic Matter  

 The following are steps that should be followed in carbon stock measurement:  

a.Define project boundaries  

b.Stratify project area (Potential stratification options include: Land use (e.g. forest,  

    plantation, agro-forestry, grassland, cropland, irrigated cropland); Vegetation type  

    (if several); Slope (e.g. steep, flat); Drainage (e.g. flooded, dry); Age of vegetation;  

    Proximity to settlement) 

c.Decide which carbon pools to measure 

d.Determine type, number and location of measurement plots 

e.Determine measurement frequency 

 Moreover, there are two types of plots – single plots of a fixed size or nested plots contain-

ing smaller sub-units of various shapes and sizes.   

 In regard to Forest Carbon Assessment- Ethiopian context, the presentation demonstrated 

Components of National Forest Reference Level Determination and MRV System as fol-

lows: 

TEA BREAK 
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a.Defining Forest: ³0.5ha, ³20% canopy cover & ³2m height 

b.Stratifying forest types: 4 Biomes 

c. Scale of measurement and Monitoring: National Level 

d.  Frequency of measurement/monitoring: Activity data (AD): change in forest area  

     (every 2 years) and Emission Factor (EF): the average emission rate of Carbon per  

      unit of area (every 5 to 10 years). 

e. REDD+ activity: quantifying only Deforestation and Afforestation/ Reforestation 

f. GHG: only Carbon dioxide. 

g. Carbon stocks: Above ground Carbon stock; Belowground Carbon stock & Dead     

     wood Carbon stock. 

 Parameters needed to express above ground biomass in carbon stock: Diameter at breast 

height (Dbh)-(measured from the field); Tree height (measured from the field); Wood den-

sity factor (WD); Carbon fraction (a carbon fraction of 0.5).  

              Assumption (IPCC 2006): 

             Carbon (C) ≈ (0.50)*biomass (t/ha). 

             To convert Carbon in to CO2, the tons of carbon are multiplied by the ratio of the mo 

              lecular weight of   carbon dioxide to the atomic weight of carbon (44/12 = 3.667). 

       (See further detail on this in the internet at: https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/ ) 

 An example of project carbon accounting:  If for example your objective is to determine 

biomass and carbon stocks of a given natural forest, the materials you should use are: 

a.Caliper for Diameter at breast height measurement 

b.Hypsometer for tree height measurement 

c.Compass for measuring bearings 

d.Measuring tape for plot measurement 

 Then data collection method follows: 

a.Assume that we take two samples, 25 m interval b/n the two sample plots, 

b.The shape of the sample plot is rectangular, 

c.The size of the sample plot is 0.01 ha (10 m x 10 m) 

d.The main parameters of biomass (diameter and height) are measured. 

  In regard to data analysis, the analysis is done with a given allometric equation and  

 Excel sheet. (See project level examples and more calculations in the Internet at:  

  https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/ )  

 In regard to Reference Levels/Reference Emission Levels, the presentation explains that 

methods to establish reference level looking for: 

a.Historic data 

b.Modelled Projections 

c.Historic data with adjustments 

 

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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 To calculate Forest FRL/FREL, two data sets required: 

a.Activity data (AD) 

b.Emission Factor (EF) 

 In regard to concepts of  Additionality, Leakage and Permanence, the discourse has re-

vealed the following:  

a. Additionality answers how much carbon is being sequestered as a direct result of 

measures taken.  This is proven through measuring performance against Reduced 

Emission Level. 

b.Leakage is when certain projects get successful in sequestering more carbon within 

the project area, but it may lead to increased emissions outside the project boundary. 

There are two forms of leakages: 1.  Activity leakage  2. Market leakage 

c. Permanence refers to the persistence of emission reductions over time. A project can-

not guarantee that the carbon will be stored forever; natural or human factors can 

cause the disappearance or degradation of vegetation (i.e. permanence risk). 
 

 The final subject that this presentation discussed is Monitoring Reporting and Verification. 

Accordingly, MRV comprises the following five major steps to be carried out: 

a. Transparent: Sufficient and clear documentation showing how inventory was com-

piled; following good practice requirements. 

b.Complete: Estimates are reported for all sources, sinks and gasses; national coverage 

c. Comparable: Reporting should follow international guidance and templates 

d.Consistent: inventories should aim to reflect the real fluctuations in emissions and re-

movals 

e. Accurate: GHG inventory contains neither under nor overestimates so far as can be 

judged; efforts have been made to reduce bias. (Further information is available in the 

internet at: https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/) 

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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Introduction 

The following training focuses on the forest ecosystem services. It attempts to elaborate on the 

contemporary ecosystems that emerged in late 70s with framing of beneficial ecosystem functions as 

services in order to increase public interest in biodiversity conservation. Also which continued in the 1990s with 

the mainstreaming of eco system services?  In the 2000s, it emerged in the policy agenda and presently the idea 

of eco system services has reached to its utmost stage.  

Forest ecosystem services (Highlights of the presentation)  

 The discourse begins with definition of forest. According to the discourse Forest is an area 

covered with trees, shrubs. It is an extensive area, preserving some or all of its primitive 

wildness and usually having wild animals in it. Forest categories in Ethiopia are: High for-

est, Woodland, Plantation, Lowland bamboo, Highland bamboo, and Scrubland.  
 

 It also defines forest eco system as a community of organisms that lives within a forest. A 

forest is usually defined as a large group of trees. Types of forest eco system are: Rain for-

est, Mangroves, Inland forests, The Taiga, Lakeside Forests, and Mountain Forests.  

 

 The goods provided by forests are: Timber, fuel wood, Pulpwood, Food (tubers, flowers, 

seeds and gums), Non-edible oils, Medicines, Fibers and flosses, Resins, Lac, Bamboos 

and canes, Fodder, Water. 
 

 Services provided by the forests are: Soil stabilization & erosion control, Ground water 

recharge, Regulation of climate by trapping moisture, Trees trap particulate matter (PM) & 

improve air quality (human health), Biological diversity, Habitat for wildlife, Nutrients re-

cycling, Recreation & tourism, Maintenance of visual quality of  environment, and Carbon 

sink & sequestration.  
 

 Eco system services are: The combined actions of Biological and physical processes in an 

ecosystem that perform functions of value to society; Ecosystem services are the benefits 

people obtain from ecosystems; Human well-being has multiple constituents, including 

basic materials for a good life, freedom and choice, health, good social relations, and secu-

rity; Direct economic and cultural benefits provided to humans by ecosystems.  
 

 Categories of ecosystem services include: Ecological services, Economic services, Socio-

cultural services, Scenic and landscape services and values. (More about the services 

please see in the Internet at: https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/).  

 

Monday March 17,2018 
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 In regard to Economic valuation of forest, the discourse states: ES are crucial for the well-

being of people, but their contribution to economic systems is difficult to quantify in mon-

etary terms; Since they are not traded in commercial markets, they are often given too little 

or no weight in decision making; Thus, final decisions may favor outcomes which do have 

a commercial value, turning    unsustainable use of ecosystems more profitable in a short 

term (More about economic valuation, please see in the Internet at: https://

ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/). 

 

 In regard to payment for ecosystem services (PES), the discourse states that the core idea 

of PES is that external ES beneficiaries make direct, contractual and conditional payments 

to local landholders and users in return for adopting practices that secure ecosystem con-

servation and restoration (Further on payments see in the Internet at: https://

ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/).  

Aklilu: 

Trainer 
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   Group Exercise I  

 

Group 1 South Gondar 

Question 1: Please explain how each and every forest land protection system looks like?  

Group Response:  

a.Ownership license is partially fulfilled 

b.No regulation 

c.Government forests have safety guards association forests don’t  

Question 2: According to the information you have, which forest’s protection system is  

                   vulnerable? Why? 

Group Response: 

a.Government forests are being destroyed  

b.Associations’ forests are being destroyed more that of the government 

c.Common forests are also under obliteration  

Question 3: What are the reasons of deforestation in different localities? List the reasons  

                    sequentially. 

Group Response:  

a.Used for firewood 

b.Expansion of agriculture 

c.Used for construction 

d.Used for making home furniture 

e.Lack of community’s awareness in regard to forest 

Question 4: Do you have sufficient data of changes in forest cover at your locality? 

Group Response: No documented data 

Question 5: Write names of endangered trees or bushes in your localities. Explain why?  

Group Response:  

Trees and Bushes 

a.Terminalia brownie 
b.Olea capensis 
c.Podocarpus falcatus 
d.Cordia Africana 
e.Carissa ed ulis  
f.Rosa abyssinica 
g.Hagenia abyssinica 
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Causes 

a.Timber 

b.Charcoal 

c.Construction 

d.Agriculture 

e.Furniture 

f.Medicine  

Question 6: Explain if there is any effort made to make the community aware of the forest  

                   proclamation. 

Group Response:  

The effort made was little. Forest experts too don’t have adequate knowledge of the proclama-

tion 

Question 7: Is measure being taken against guilty persons fair according to the forest  

                    proclamation? If there is any lesson to learn please share the gathering.  

Group Response:  

The penalty is biased. No one can learn from it.  

Question 8: In order to make the community participatory in every effort in the future, what  

                   measure do you think should be taken? 

Group Response:  

a.Raise awareness of the community 

b.Communicate the proclamation to community as well as the local authorities  

c.Give serious focus to forest sector 

d.Make the public beneficiary 

e.Plan together with the community 

Question 9: What is the shortcoming for Environment forest and wildlife safeguard and  

                    development authority to protect forest and to engage in development activities?  

Group Response:  

a.Less number of manpower and supply 

b.Lack of transparency 

c.Less attention of authorities 

d.Lack of institutional arrangement up to the lower structure (kebele level)    
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Group 1, South Gondar Discussing 

Group work presentation  
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   Group 2, Central and North Gondar 

Question 1: Please explain how each and every forest land protection system looks like?  

Group Response:  

a.No ownership license 

b.No regulation 

c.Government forests have safety guards, but not effectual  

Question 2: According to the information you have, which forest’s protection system is  

                   vulnerable? Why? 

Group Response: 

a.Government forest 

b.Association’s forest 

c.Common forest 

Question 3: What are the reasons of deforestation in different localities? List the reasons  

                    sequentially. 

Group Response:  

a.For agriculture expansion 

b.For construction 

c.For charcoal 

d.Illegal timber sale 

e.Illegal frankincense sale 

 

Question 4: Do you have sufficient data of changes in forest cover at your locality? 

Group Response: Some forests have but not all 

Question 5: Write names of endangered trees or bushes in your localities. Explain why?   

Group Response:  

a.Dalbergia melanoxylon 

b.Oxytenanthera abyssinica 

c.Hagenia abyssinica 

d.Cordia Africana 

e.Terminalia brownie 

f.Juniperus procera 

g.Syzygium guineense 

h.Rosa abyssinica 

i. Dalbergia melanoxylon  
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Question 6: Explain if there is any effort made to make the community aware of the forest  

                   proclamation. 

Group Response: Nothing done to raise awareness 

Question 7: Is measure being taken against guilty persons fair according to the forest  

                    proclamation? If there is any lesson to learn please share the gathering.  

Group Response:  

a.Law enforcement bodies are not committed to take measure 

b.Measures don’t coincide with guilt committed. For example a person who burned     

   10,000hectare forest at “Metema” was penalized birr 300 (three hundred birr) 

c.A person at west “Armachiho” who tried to illegally export trees with seven tractor was  

    caught and freed the next day.    
 

Question 8: In order to make the community participatory in every effort in the future, what  

                   measure do you think should be taken? 

Group Response:  

a.To conduct contiuous awareness raising lessons 

b.To protect forests under the supervision and management of projects 

c.To raise awareness of authorities and justice bodies 

d.To establish Banks of forest species in regions and preserve species that are on the verge  

   of extinction  

Question 9: What is the shortcoming for Environment forest and wildlife safeguard and  

                    development authority to protect forest and to engage in development activities?  

Group Response:  

     *No response     
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Group work presentation   

Group 2, Central and North Gondar Discussing  
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   Group 3, West Gojam  

Question: Please explain how each and every forest land protection system looks like?   

Group Response:  

Most forests don’t have ownership certificate. This is mainly because there is conflict of 

boundary among zones, villages, and kebeles. There is of course regulation, but it is weak. In 

regard to safety guards, government forests have safety guards, but they are not as effective as 

they ought to be.  

Question 2: According to the information you have, which forest’s protection system is  

                   vulnerable? Why? 

Group Response: 

a.Government’s forest 

b.Community’s  forest 

c.Association’s forest 

d.Joint forest (of government and community’s)   

*No reason has been given 

Question 3: What are the reasons of deforestation in different localities? List the reasons  

                    sequentially. 

Group Response:  

a.Problem of ownership  

b.Demand increase in timber products  

c.Price increase in timber products 

d.Society’s dependency on forest  

e.Expansion of Agriculture 

f.Expansion of grazing lands 

Question 4: Do you have sufficient data of changes in forest cover at your locality? 

Group Response:  

There is certain data, but it doesn’t contain full-fledged information.  

Question 5: Write names of endangered trees or bushes in your localities. Explain why?   

Group Response:  

Name of endangered trees:  

a.Aningeria adolfi/friedericii: endangered because people use it for construction 

b.Acacia lahai/nilotica: endangered because people use it for beehive and for fragrance  

c.Olea europaea: endangered because people use it for construction 
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d. Podocarpus falcatus: endangered because people use it for timber 

e. Juniperus procera : endangered because people use it for construction  

Name of Bushes: 

a.Barsama abyssinica  

b.Morus mesozygia/alba 

c.Rosa abyssinica 

d.Carissa spinarum/edulis 

e.Oxytenanthera abyssinica 

The above mentioned bush family are endangered because of expansion of Agriculture and 

change occurred in land use. 

Question 6: Explain if there is any effort made to make the community aware of the forest  

                   proclamation. 

Group Response:  

The effort made to make the community aware of the forest proclamation is little that still 

needed to bridge the gap.  

Question 7: Is measure being taken against guilty persons fair according to the forest  

                    proclamation? If there is any lesson to learn please share the gathering.  

Group Response:  

There is little to learn from the measure being taken. 

Question 8: In order to make the community participatory in every effort in the future, what  

                   measure do you think should be taken? 

Group Response:  

a.It is important to establish a responsible and accountable institute at higher level up to  

   the lower structure. 

b.To let the community execute agroforestry and become beneficial. 

c.To protect the forest through strong proclamation, regulation and directives. 
 

Question 9: What is the shortcoming for Environment forest and wildlife safeguard and  

                    development authority to protect forest and to engage in development activities?  

Group Response:  

a.There is organizational arrangement problem 

b.Absence of regulations and instructions that enable to make the forest proclamation ef 

   fective 

c.Absence of own budget code for the team responsible to monitor and supervise the exe 

   cution of local laws.   
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Group 3, West Gojam Discussing 

Group work presentation 



45 

Proceedings of Training Workshop Conducted at Amhara Region Dangila Town, Gashuna Hotel MFCC/REDD+ 

   Group 4, Awi zone 

Question: Please explain how each and every forest land protection system looks like?   

Group Response:  

a.They have ownership license 

b.Some have regulations, but it is not appropriately implemented 

c.Government forests have safety guards; associations do not have safety guards.  

Question 2: According to the information you have, which forest’s protection system is  

                   vulnerable? Why? 

Group Response: 

a.Forests government are suffering from deforestation 

b.Forests of associations in particular are being mercilessly deforested 

c.Joint forests too are being deforested 

 

Question 3: What are the reasons of deforestation in different localities? List the reasons  

                    sequentially. 

Group Response:  

a.Uses for firewood 

b.Uses for expansion of agriculture 

c.Uses for construction 

d.Uses for supply of small scale industries  

e.Exposed to fire 

Question 4: Do you have sufficient data of changes in forest cover at your locality? 

Group Response:  

There is no documented data at all 

Question 5: Write names of endangered trees or bushes in your localities. Explain why?   

Group Response: 

a.Carissa edulis  

b.Rosa abyssinica 

c.Dodonaea anguistifolia 

d.Erica arborea 

e.Podocarpus falcatus 

f.Hagenia abyssinica 

g.Cordia africana 
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h. Ficus sycomorus/ sur  

i.Terminalia brownii  

j.Syzygium guineense 

 

Question 6: Explain if there is any effort made to make the community aware of the forest  

                   proclamation. 

Group Response:  

Just little was done to make the community aware of the proclamation  

 

Question 7: Is measure being taken against guilty persons fair according to the forest  

                    proclamation? If there is any lesson to learn please share the gathering.  

Group Response:  

The measures being taken are partial. Some charges even get superseded for unidentified rea-

sons. 

Question 8: In order to make the community participatory in every effort in the future, what  

                   measure do you think should be taken? 

Group Response:  

a.Awareness raising activity should be strengthened. Responsible bodies’ awareness  

   should be raised. Besides, the forest laws and regulations ought to be clear and trustwor 

   thy. 

b.Document clear and verified data 

c.Establish well equipped forest institution  
 

Question 9: What is the shortcoming for Environment forest and wildlife protection and  

                    development authority to protect forest and to engage in development activities?  

Group Response:  

a.Organizational arrangement problem should be addressed 

b.Shortage of manpower ought to be settled 

c.Recent law and regulation is important 

d.Scarcity of supply should be addressed 

e.Scarcity of budget should be addressed    
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Group 4, Awi zone Discussing 

Group work presentation  
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   Group 5, East Gojam 

Question: Please explain how each and every forest land protection system looks like?   

Group Response:  

a.None has ownership license exept “Enese” Wereda 

b.There is no bylaw and regulation 

c.Only few forests have safety guards 

Question 2: According to the information you have, which forest’s protection system is  

                   vulnerable? Why? 

Group Response: 

a.Government forest and areas chosen for investment 

b.Association’s forest 

c.Common forest  

Question 3: What are the reasons of deforestation in different localities? List the reasons  

                    sequentially. 

Group Response:  

a.Firewood 

b.Expansion of agriculture 

c.Construction 

d.Supply for small scale industries 

e.Fire 

 

Question 4: Do you have sufficient data of changes in forest cover at your locality? 

Group Response: There is of course documented data but not dependable 

Question 5: Write names of endangered trees or bushes in your localities. Explain why?   

Group Response:  

Trees: 

a.Boswellia rivae/papyrifera 
b.Podocarpus falcatus   
c.Hagenia abyssinica 
d.Oxytenanthera abyssinica  

           ሆማ፣አምበልት፣ሟከ 

Causes:  
a.Charcoal,  
b.Timber 
c.Agriculture 
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Bushes 

a.Carissa edulis 

b.Rosa abyssinica 

c.Maytenus senegalensis 

           ልቅጣ፣ 

 Causes: Agriculture expansion  

 

Question 6: Explain if there is any effort made to make the community aware of the forest  

                   proclamation. 

Group Response: Except at “Debre elias wereda” no awareness raising efforts made.  

Question 7: Is measure being taken against guilty persons fair according to the forest  

                    proclamation? If there is any lesson to learn please share the gathering.  

Group Response:  

In “Anded Wereda, Amber area” seven men destroyed the areas forest for their charcoal pro-

duction. The local responsible bodies charged press against those guilty men. The forest de-

stroyed was estimated to be 1.2 million birr. However, the court procedure was ceased with no 

announcement and those guilty men were released freely.  

Question 8: In order to make the community participatory in every effort in the future, what  

                   measure do you think should be taken? 

Group Response:  

a.Creating awareness of the new forest proclamation 1065/2010(Ethiopian calander) 

b.To design a new regulation that enables the new proclamation functional 

c.Forest areas should be demarcated and be given ownership certificate 

Question 9: What is the shortcoming for Environment forest and wildlife safeguard and  

                    development authority to protect forest and to engage in development activities?  

Group Response:  

a.Short of supply should be addressed such as: Caliper, Hipsometer, Klinometer 

b.Transparency must be applied 

c.Shortage of manpower, budget, awareness should be addressed 

d.The organization ought be strengthend 
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Group 5, East Gojam Discussing 

Group work presentation 
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Introduction 

This part of the training focuses on Participatory Forest Management (PFM). It begins with 

defining PFM. Community participation in forest management is bringing about important 

result in safeguarding the forest. It has also emerged as a major strategy in development of for-

est management plans and implementation. People are involved in natural resource conserva-

tion so far through top down and coercive process. Because the Ethiopian natural forest be-

longs to the government, people were not able to get access to traditional benefits. Yet, forest 

degradation has been pandemic due to pressing need for forest products, crop land, and graz-

ing. This particular training discusses rationale’s of PFM, phases of PFM, principles of PFM, 

Possible causes for poor performance of PFM & Reasons for the success of PFM, PFM prac-

tices in Ethiopia, opportunities to sustain PFM in Ethiopia, and How PFM serves as a vehicle 

for REDD+.  

 

Participatory Forest management (Highlights of the presentation) 

 Participatory Forest Management  (PFM)  is a system in which Organized communities 

(forest users) and Government services (forest department) work together to define Forest 

resource uses, Identify and develop forest management responsibilities (protection and de-

velopment), and Agree on how forest benefits will be shared (Utilization) (See further def-

initions in the Internet at: https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/).  

 

 In Participatory Forest Management, Communities become the primary implementers of 

an agreed management plan, assisted and monitored by the government. Communities will 

have a legal right, an institutional base and an economic incentive to take substantial re-

sponsibility for sustainable management and use of forest resources. It enables the legal 

transfer of forest resources (use rights) from the government to a community management 

group. 

 

 

 In regard to types of institutions and respective roles in PFM implementation, government 

institutions encompass: Local government (Local administration, Law enforcement – judi-

ciary and police, etc.) Government Agencies (MEFCC, OFWE, AFE, Bureau of Agricul-

ture, Water and energy, etc.) And their role in PFM would be: Administrative and legal 

support in conflict management, enforcement of forest laws and regulation Capacity build-

ing in forest management and protection, technical support in forest development and utili-

zation. 

 

 

Tuesday March 18, 2018 

TEA BREAK 

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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 Community and civic institutions encompass:  Cooperatives, Associations (Forest User 

Groups, saving and credit, forest dwellers, and NGOs. And their role in PFM would be: 

Owners and managers of forest resource; undertake collective forest management, conser-

vation, and protection activities; Developing forest resource, ensure sustainable utilization 

of forest resources, and Production and marketing of forest products.  

 Private (Market) institutions encompass: Traders (e.g. retail and wholesalers), Forest enter-

prises (e.g. processors of forest products), and Buyers of forest carbon credits. And their 

role in PFM would be: Enhance efficiency of forest production activities and quality of 

forest products, Capacity building in processing and marketing of forest products, Enhance 

forest value and increasing forest based revenues, and Provide financial and technical sup-

ports 
 

 In regard to Rationales for PFM (why PFM?), the discourse states that The move towards 

PFM has been driven by many factors:  
 

a. Capacity limitation of individual actors: The separate capacity of both the government 

and the community is limited to manage forests independently.  

b.The presence of unfair resource utilization among and between the community and the 

government (Equity): Developing fair benefit sharing mechanisms through PFM ap-

proach is becoming very essential. 

c. Livelihoods: Adequate resources can flow to the community. 

d.The growing political shift towards decentralization: A major shift towards more decen-

tralized people oriented forestry; Devolution of management responsibilities to the com-

munity and local government units.  

e. A mitigation measure for “Tragedy of Commons: It is a mechanism to develop one fami-

ly administration; One community = One family  

f. Develops real sense of ownership among the community. 
 

 The three major phases of PFM establishment and implementation processes:  

a. Investigation, which includes stakeholder analysis, establishing of community-based for-

est management institutions, forest use/user information; and participatory forest re-

source assessment (PFRA) and mapping.  

b.Negotiation : includes forest management planning, formulation and signing of forest 

management agreement;   

c. Implementation:  mainly includes capacity building and skills development and monitor-

ing and evaluation activities.  (For further phases of PFM procedure, see in the Internet 

at: https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/) 

 

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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    In regard to principles of PFM, the discourse explains the building blocks of PFM: 

a. Local legal control:  

   The fundamental foundation in PFM is recognized local legal control – i.e. getting rid of  

   open access, and giving local control over a clearly defined forest to an organized group  

   of local forest dependent people.  

a. Local user rights:  

   The second key principle that builds on top of local legal control is local user rights, the  

   rights to harvest products sustainably and to openly and legally sell forest products.  

Mutual trust:  

 Another key principle in PFM is mutual trust – trust by communities that their local con-

trol and user rights will be respected and supported by the government and, on the other 

hand, trust by government that with more user rights, communities will not over exploit 

the forest.  
 

 Possible causes for poor performance of PFM: 

a.Faulty design of micro-plans and management plans. 

b.Low level of community participation 

c.Low government commitment and attention (leaders and experts)  

d.Over utilization of resources (utilization greater than forest productive capacity) 

e.Inadequate remuneration for local communities from PFM activities – low income 

f.Inter and intra-community conflicts that hamper the function of PFM groups 

g.Denial of rights on valuable NTFPs to local communities 

 

 Also reasons for the success of PFM explained are as follows. PFM can be successful 

where: 

a.There is a strong community forest management group; 

b.There is a high degree of homogeneity within the community.  

c.There is effective leadership 

d.Strong policy support and proper implementation of rules and regulations & bylaws 

e.There are committed technical experts/facilitators 

f.Government officials are concerned and committed  

g.There is a high degree of environmental concern among  members; 

h.The community attaches a high level of importance to social /religious roles of forests;  

    and 
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a.  There is a shared perception of acute resource scarcity 

(For PFM practice in Ethiopia and the opportunities, see in the Internet at: https://

ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/ ) 

 In regard to How PFM serves as a vehicle for REDD+, pursuing REDD+ via a PFM ap-

proach builds on in-country capacity and experience. PFM is a proven strategy in densely 

population areas with predominantly subsistence drivers of forest losses and PFM assists 

REDD+ approach in many ways: 

a.In empowering local communities (forest stewards) 

b.Institutionalizing forest management 

c.PFM reduces deforestation  

 

 With the REDD+ approach, PFM communities will benefit from additional incentives 

from Carbon credits (payment for environmental services-PES). REDD is believed to shift 

Ethiopia to sustainable forest management regimes by overcoming the prevailing financial 

hurdle in managing forests sustainably.Therefore, it is imperative that PFM and REDD+ 

are undertaken hand in hand.  

 

 

Ato Mesfin: 

Trainer 

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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 Question by trainer: Can anyone tell me the right of the community in PFM? 

 Answer:  by trainee: The right of the community is the right to use the forest. It is not pos-

sible to sell the whole forest or transfer it to other. It is also possible to say the  

communities have both use right and management right.  

Also in regard to comments from trainees raised this morning:  

 Most trainees reflect the complaint from their respective localities that people keep asking 

why they keep participating in the efforts made to protect and expand forests while they 

are denied the right to use or benefit from forests.  

 Especially people whose life depend on forest, cannot stop using forest for their livelihood. 

Therefore, there should be a mechanism that will enable them continue depend on forest, 

not totally by cutting trees, but by using forest as means for other sustainable activities that 

guaranties their livelihood.  

 In some areas let alone use the forest, the local communities are not allowed to use old 

trees that are fallen on the ground because of old age or due to heavy wind. Too extreme 

restriction won’t help to protect the forest.  

 

LUNCH BREAK 
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  Introduction 

Ethiopia’s forest governance history begins back from the Emperor Menilik II.  Although the 

country’s forest cover in the late nineteenth used to be 30%. Due to deforestation and forest 

degradation, the forest cover percentage has dwindled currently. Most of northern parts of the 

country have lost its forest. At the moment, the country is working hard to reduce greenhouse 

gasses that are emitted to the atmosphere because of deforestation and forest degradation. This 

part of the training attempts to explain the basic concepts about Forest Governance, types of 

Forest property rights & Forest Governance in Ethiopia (Past and Present), relevance of PFM/

SFM for REDD+, and policies and legal frameworks.  

Forest governance (Highlights of the presentation)  

 According to the discourse Forest governance refers to: who controls forests (owns forest), 

who makes decisions about forest resources and forest land, how the decisions are made 

and carried out, and who is accountable in enforcing rules and decisions. This relates to the 

larger institution of property rights (formal and informal), and legal frameworks and en-

forcement; broader land, forest and overall economic policies, and ideological orientation 

that a country follows. 
 

 Pillars and Principles of Forest governance: accountability, effectiveness, efficiency, fair-

ness/equity, participation and transparency. Also policy, legal, institutional and regulatory 

frameworks; planning and decision-making processes; implementation, enforcement, and 

compliance. (For further detail on pillars and principles see in the Internet at: https://

ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/). 

 

 In regard forest property rights in Ethiopia, the discourse explains: 

a.Who owns forest in Ethiopia?  

                 Formally = state/public 

                 Informally = Private/community 

b. Which one is dominant in Ethiopia? 

c. Which one is better? 
      

  Forest policy at federal level recognize two forms of forest property right 

State: all natural forests and state planted forest 

Private: individual and community developed forest: 

 The new forest proclamation: Pro. No. 1065/2010 recognizes four types of Forest Owner-

ship. There shall be the following types of forest ownership፡ 

a.Private forest; 

 

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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a.  Community forest;  

b.Association forest; 

c.State forest  

 According to the discourse, forest ownership in Ethiopia has always been instable. During 

the feudalism system time forest was excessively owned by individuals and it was unfair 

and unjust. During the derge regime i.e. from 1974 – 1991; forest was enormously con-

trolled by the regime i.e. extremely centralized and had forcefully exercised law enforce-

ment. After the derge regime, ownership of forest continued to be under state control, but 

with weak law enforcement. Yet, control has become more relaxed resulting in the conver-

sion of large tracts of forests into agricultural lands by local people.  

 In regard to types of forest governance in Ethiopia, the discourse states: 

a.Government/State (Natural and Plantation Forests) 

b.Community (area closure sites, woodlots, association forests) 

c.Private (woodlots, farm trees) 

d.Co-managed (PFM, community conservation areas) 

 In general, Forest governance is about who owns/controls, makes decision, also how the 

decision is made and comes into effect.  

 In regard to policies and legal frameworks, the discourse explains that it refers to the laws, 

regulations and general formal frameworks guiding forest management, use and develop-

ment. There are federal and regional policies (three regions have clear policy). But policies 

outside the forest sector also affect forestry and worth looking at these. Most important 

non-forestry policies are: 

a.Rural land administration; land certification  

b.Agricultural Growth Program 

c.CRGE 

d.GTP I & II 

e.Investment policy: land bank issue 

f.Food security policy: resettlement related issues 

(For further detail about policies, see in the internet at:  

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/) 

 

 

https://ethiopiareddplus.gov.et/
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Questions, views and Comments of the trainees: 

Question: Is there control over forest of the country? Which ones get budget at   

                 Federal level and which ones get at the lower structure level?  

 Response: There are about 58 priority forest areas in the country that are well guarded. 

These forests had budget from the Federal government. Some of them were in our region 

(Amhara) Sekela mariam forest, Denkoro chaka forest, Alemsaga forest, Taragedam and 

Wofwasha forest. Of which, some forest areas are transferred to Amhara forest enterprise 

and got protected; these are Sekela Mariam forest, Wofwasha forest and Alemsaga Forest.  

Among these, Denkoro Chaka forest got attention and exceptionally, assigned as protected 

area (National park).  

 The regular government forests had budget from woreda a good example for these type of 

forest in our region are Kimbaba Forest, Erkie (Dawachefa forest), Bakel kerer forest. 

There are also association forests that had budget from woreda government. To mention 

some of which, Enangia forest, Dega damot Forest, Wemberima forest, Bure forest, Mecha 

forest etc. " 

Question: how can we include the forest in our wereda to government forests? 

Response: To be included in protected areas the site you proposed should be evaluated 

based on IUCN Criteria’s.  The evaluation criteria are Representativeness, Diversity, 

Ecological importance,   Degree of interference, Scientific and monitoring uses, area 

size (should be greater than 1000 hectare), Shape (ecosystem integrity), Endemicity, 

Distinctiveness of the site. Based on these criteria, there are six categories to evaluate 

the condition of the forests. Thus, those that are found to be protected will be trans-

ferred to the government’s responsibility.  It is also better to know that it is obligatory 

for the forest area to be 1000 hectare in order to be evaluated by IUCN categories. 

 

 

 

Birhanemeskel: 
Trainer 
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Trainees presenting News of the previous day event; humorous  news  
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Dear trainers and trainees,        

I am so glad that we have come so far to this day. The effort made by the trainers to efficiently 

and successfully conduct the training workshop was very amazing. I am also thrilled by the par-

ticipation of the trainees. It was quite interesting seeing you working seriously in the course of 

the training. The effort you showed implies that there will be a lot of improvement in your future 

endeavors.  

In the coming REDD+ investment phase, the REDD+ mission will yet organize more trainings 

that will equip you with further skill and knowledge. I believe you will work hard to protect for-

est in your localities and also bring about change in forest development activities.   

We are very thankful to you for your amazing performance and good character during your stay. I 

also wish you a good journey back to your place. Finally, wishing you all the best, I would like to 

announce that the training workshop is concluded.   

 

 

Reimbursement  Underway 

 

Ato Sintayehu Derese’s Conclusion remark 

Conclusion Remark 
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Workshop Attendants at Amhara Region Dangila   

 

No
 Name Telephone No

 

1 Wubet Temesgen 0913424472 

2 Yenewondim Yilqu 0909859006 

3 Mohammed Umer 0918442957 

4 Banchamlak Alemayehu 0962969086 

5 Yezna Negash 0937598263 

6 Melaku Berihun 0918702115 

7 Aynalem Gobezie 0986361038 

8 Melaku Ayehu 0918055389 

9 Andualam Yitayew 0913723509 

10 Ayehu Ashebir 0924539396 

11 Abebaw Taye 0920768688 

12 Getasew Yeshiwas 0921575056 

13 Gizachew Ayealew 0945368058 

14 Ayana Alemayehu 0910147185 

15 Asnake Alemneh 0913417212 

16 Tsilat Menber 0915717380 

17 Gebeyehu Bantie 0918147951 

18 Wallelign Alemayehu 0913981408 

19 Abebe Desta 0929319365 

20 Endalamaw Zewdu 0909373550 

21 Mulu Negash 0918333535 

22 Agalu Ayalew 0918204446 

23 Linger Shiferaw 0933552549 

24 Ayenalem Admas 0947010233 

25 Enyew Anteneh 0918292431 

26 Abebaw Aiemro 0932813361 

27 Dejen Tadele 0918808983 

28 Kefyalwe Muche 0918726778 

29 Amsalu Nigatie 0928443431 

30 Mengistu Mulugeta 0918316563 

31 Beyenech Taddese 0927690372 

32 Tigest Yirga 0925300617 

33 Belete Yegnanew 0918076800 

34 Atbia Genanew 0937598419 

35 Goshu Workneh 0912942642 
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No
 Name Telephone No

 

36 Berhan Alemu 0918059540 

37 Ligabaw Alemu 0918156168 

38 Amlaku Tadele 0918064786 

39 Teju Malede 0918731078 

40 Dagim Tsega 0918204007 

41 Simachew Gessese 0910525922 

42 Nibret Seid Yessuf 0920766931 

43 Asmamaw Alewond 0977565347 

44 Tesfaye Gedamu 0918233643 

45 Abinet G/Hiwot 0918057851 

46 Asnake Asaye 0921789575 

47 Shambel Antenane 0984253732 

48 Mengistu Atnafu 0918197581 

49 Nitsuh Getaneh 0920508097 

50 Tesfa Alemnew 0918164082 

51 Ashagrie Melaku 0946462201 

52 Rahel Ayehu 0911859277 

53 Muluken Tektikew 0918819076 

54 Tefera Akalu 0910356327 

55 Nigus Simegn 0910050544 

56 Asnake Belachew 0910064469 

57 Yidersal Teye 0918801839 

58 Getaneh Fentie 0918801200 

59 Asmare Tesera 0917521803 

60 Teshome Alemneh 0924527886 

61 Yibeltal Ayalew 0941705888 

62 Elesabeth Gedil 0918012819 

63 Manalegn Bayih 0910340746 

64 Addisu Dag naw 0921284680 

65 Teka Hailu 0918785043 
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No
 Name Telephone No

 

66 Abebaw Kefyalew 0918280914 

67 Temesgen Ebabu 0918189796 

68 Migebaru Getnet 0918128954 

69 Gashaye Atnafu 0918534761 

70 Birhanu Aynalem 0918091521 

71 Molla Yeneneh 0937645513 

72 Workenh Amnie 0918459858 

73 Fentay Mazengia 0927612057 

74 Amanuel Shigut 0918174016 

75 Metadel Akele 0974526520 

76 Gashaw Mesafint 0918195747 

77 Habtu Mengist 0911724556 

78 Yishak Dinku 0911426060 

79 Haileyamiarm Kibret 0946346140 

80 Mesfin Admassu 0918768844 

81 Birhanemeskel Alemu 0918707807 

82 Alexander Sibhatu 0913977781 

83 Makete Dorbush 0911395431 

84 Solomon Teshome 0926101223 

85 Sintayehu Deresse 0911065433 

86 Gizachew Zemie 0918748282 

87 Aklilu Agide 0918707669 

88 Werkshet Birhane 0912073440 

89 Belste Fltine 0913426876 

90 Belayneh Ayele 0904574868 
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