Minute of the meeting on the 

BGRS Consultation Workshop on Draft National REDD+ Strategy

Date of the workshop: October 27-28/2017

Place: Bamboo Star Hotel

The meeting was officially opened by the remark made by Fistum  (BGRS Environment, Forest and Land Administration Represnetative). In his opening remark Ato Fistum mentioned that Ethiopia has been implementing a Climate Resilient Green Economy (CRGE) Strategy since 2011.The goal of the strategy is to build a green economy across economic sectors and reducing projected greenhouse gas emissions (compared to the projected 2030 emissions through the Business as Usual, BAU) through the implementation of strategies and actions to achieve sustainable development.

The forestry sector, is one of the key sectors selected for fast track implementation of the CRGE strategy. The CRGE strategy envisaged that, implementation of sustainable forest management and forest development will contribute significantly in realizing CRGE goals
Next to the opeining remark, Ato Temsgen Yohannes (SESA Taskforce member  at National REDD+ Secretariat) presented the status of the National REDD+ readiness progress. In his presentation, he give the status of the four major cpomponents of REDD+ readiness. In addition, he explained that detailed accomplishment of the country related to each components of te REDD+ readiness he also mentioned the diverse analytical work done by the secretariat that feed into the national REDD+ strategy development.  Next to Ato Temsgen Presentation on REDD+ readiness Ato Eyob Tenkir from National REDD+ Secretariat presented the draft REDD+ strategy. In his presentation first he explained vision, mission and goals of the strategy that should address all levels and how the draft REDD+ strategy is aligned with the country national strategic for example with CRGE and with strategies forcing to be a middle-income country by 2025. Furthermore, He gave more emphasize on the identified drivers of deforestation and forest degradation as well as challenges of afforestation/ reafforesation, strategic options to address the drivers and challenges of deforestation, proposed institutional and legal framework. He explained the four sectors that are recognised in strategic options, these are; forestry, livestock, agriculture and energy sectors that are assumed to have a direct potential to reduce pressure on forest and reduce global CC.

The presentations were conducted in local language to make the local community easily understand and provide their inputs. 

Next to the presentation regional experts and local community conducted a separate group discussions. The participants deliberated and discussed the issues/discussion points mentioned below and gave their feedbacks. The points for the reflection were Drivers of deforestation and forest degradation (Direct and underlying causes), the Strategic options to address drivers of deforestation and forest degradation and challenges of A/R and, the management arrangement of REDD+. 
Following the group discussions, the groups presented their discussion outputs through the group chair persom and secretary. In the following sections the major issues raised from the group discussion are presented. 

Group I – Expert Group 
The following are the inputs provided by the expert group: 

· Low level of awareness among the community

· Illegal logging

· emigration of people and illegal settlement in the forest area need to be monitored 

· Illegal extraction of gum and resins need to be monitored in collaboration with the community 

· Investment need to be monitored by all government stakeholders by engaging local community  

Group II – Local Community group 
The following are the inputs provided by the local community group: 

· Deforestation caused by refugees

· Illegal extraction of gum and resins

· Deforestation caused by migrants from other part of the country  

· Absence of monitoring on investors encouraged some of the investors to engage themselves on charcoal making  

Major Issues raised during General Discussion 
· Emphasis need to be give from the federal government on refugees to reduce deforestation

· Technical backstopping from federal government is important in afforestation and conservation of forest 

· While importing forest seed it should pass through quarantine and  need to get support from  research institutes,

· Applicable incentive mechanism should be set to strengthen afforestation 

· There should be guideline on the development, utilization and management of bamboo forest resources.

Finally, Ato Motuma  Didita facilitator of the two days workshop invited the presenters to react on the points that need clarification and concluded the two days consultation held at Bamboo Star Hotel adjourned at 5:30. 
Annex 1. Pictures 
Picture of Local community Group 
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Expert Group Discussion 
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Presentation by Ato Temesgen on REDD+ Readiness Status 
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