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I. Introduction 

Ethiopia launched CRGE (Climate Resilience Green Economy) strategy in 2010 to reduce the impact of climate change and to lead its economic development in a sustainable way. REDD+ (forestry as a sector) is part of CRGE that aims at developing an environmentally sustainable and climate resilient economy, which brings the country at middle-income status with net zero emission by 2030. Ethiopia considers REDD+ as an opportunity and viable source of sustainable finance for investment in forest management, forest conservation and forest restoration to enhance multiple benefits of forests, including (but not limited to) biodiversity conservation, watershed management, increased resilience to climate change, improved livelihoods and reduced poverty.

The REDD+ program in the country is organized at both federal and regional levels. The project officially launched at national level in 2013 and the Amhara REDD+ coordination unit established in 2015. The project follow a phased approach and it has three phases. Now, the project is at its initial phase, that is, readiness phase. Readiness Organization and Consultation; REDD+ Strategy Preparation; Reference Emissions Level/Reference Levels; Monitoring Systems for Forests and Safeguards and Program M&E, Institutional strengthening and capacity building of stakeholders are among the different program components being implemented at this phase. 

The program has a number of stakeholders whose active participation and involvement is critical for the success of the program. Thus; to ensure full participation and involvement of stakeholders, implementing awareness creation and capacity building activities to stakeholders are indispensible. To this end; Amhara REDD+ coordination office organized a two days long awareness raining event to zonal and woreda level stakeholders found in Awi ,West Gojam and East Gojam zones at Debremarkos town from December 26-27/2016. 
Thus; the workshop brought together woreda, zone and Region level  key stakeholders together and raise their awareness and capacitate them.

Therefore; this report is prepared to create common understanding among project partners on the progress of Amhara REDD+ coordination unit in capacitating stakeholders and to share lessons learned from this particular event.
II. Objectives
· To raise the level of awareness of woreda, Zone and regional level key stakeholders focusing on CRGE strategy and REDD+, the status of REDD+ in Ethiopia and components of REDD+ readiness and on the basic concepts of climate change,.
· To upgrade the capacity of stakeholders working at regional, zonal and woreda levels thereby enabling them to contribute their share for the realization of REDD+ objectives in the region and beyond.
III. Place and Duration of the workshop
· The workshop was organized at Debre-markos town, East Gojam zone, for two days from December 26-27/2016. 
IV. Participants of the workshop 

· For the awareness creation workshop, a total of 63 participants attended the workshop. Of the participants; 3 females and 60 males). In addition, a total 8  (1 Female, 7 Male) trainers, facilitators and support staff were participating. 
V. Presentations & workshop deliverables

· The topics covered during the awareness creation workshop include: 

· Ethiopia's Climate Resilient Green Economy strategy

· Climate change & the Role of Forests to Climate Change.

· A brief history of REDD+.
· Status of REDD+ process in Ethiopia including briefing on the various components of  Readiness. 

· An overview of regional REDD+ Readiness and Piloting activities.
· Likewise, the main deliverables of the workshop were: 

· Awareness of  participants of the workshop raised;

· The participants shared ideas on the various issues raised during the workshop.
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Figure 2: Partial view of workshop participants
VI. Opinions, Questions and/or Comments

·  Among the clarity questions/comments raised by workshop participants include

· The impacts of climate change in Ethiopia and elsewhere in the world explained well, one among this impact is drought; but there were droughts during the emperor and Dergue regime, where the forest cover was relatively good; and now, where the forest cover is less, there is still drought; so what is the difference b/n the previously occurring drought  and the current drought?

· We have ample livestock resource, did the emission level from this sector determined?
· When has REDD+ begun working in Ethiopia, did it study the forest cover of the country and/or the region?

· How do we calculate net emission from the forestry sector, since trees loss CO2 during respiration and absorb CO2 during photosynthesis?

· How do we get REDD+ incentives once we established new forests and conserve existing forests?

· How do we address the sulfur hexafluoride emission emanated from electrification activities?

· Is it the forest coverage or the volume used to calculate amount of forest carbon stock?

· What type of tree species sequester more carbon (fast growing or slow growing)? We are replanting Cupressus species in previously Cuppressus forest land sites, shall we plant fast growing species instead?

· Awareness raising workshops should include not only experts but also leaders of stakeholder institutions.

· Participants would like to know:
· Which woreda government institution is responsible whenever REDD+ enters in to implementation?

· Which countries support REDD+ program other than Norway?

VII. Workshop participants evaluation result
7.1. At the end of the workshop participants were requested to fill the evaluation format and the result is summarized as follows.

	No
	Evaluation criteria & their respective parameters
	No
	%

	1
	The contribution of the workshop to the workshop participants regular job  
	
	

	
	High contribution
	8
	50

	
	Medium contribution
	8
	50

	
	No contribution
	0
	

	2
	Relevance of the workshop to the REDD+ objectives
	
	

	
	Highly relevant
	15
	94

	
	Somehow relevant
	1
	6

	
	Not relevant
	0
	

	3
	Depth of the workshop topics
	
	

	
	Highly deep 
	5
	31

	
	Deep
	11
	69

	
	Not deep
	0
	

	4
	Time allocated for the workshop 
	
	

	
	More than enough
	1
	6

	
	Just enough
	7
	44

	
	Not enough
	8
	50

	5
	Level of participation in the workshop
	
	

	
	Highly participatory
	6
	38

	
	Somehow participatory
	9
	56

	
	Not participatory
	1
	6


As indicated in the table above:
· With regard to the contribution of the workshop to the their regular job: 50% of the participants said that the workshop has high contribution, while 50% of the participants said that the workshop has medium contribution.

· With regards to the relevance of the workshop to the objectives of REDD+ program: 94% of the participants said that the workshop is highly relevant to the REDD+ objectives, while 6% of the participants said that the workshop is somehow relevant to the objectives.

· With regards to the depth of the workshop: 31 % of the participants said that the depth of the workshop is very deep, while 69% of the participants said that the depth of the workshop is somehow deep.

· With regards to the time allocated for the workshop: 6% of the participants said that the time allocated for the workshop was more than enough, while 44% of the participants said the time was just enough and 50% said the time was not enough.

· With regards to the extent of participation in the workshop: 38% of the participants said that there was high participation in the workshop, while 56% of the participants said the participation in the workshop was somehow good and 6% said the workshop was not participatory.

· Topics to be included in similar workshops in the future

· Biodiversity & protected areas.

· In depth climate adaptation & mitigation measures.

· More discussion on the challenges and/or threats in implementing REDD+ program.

VIII. Budget utilized for the workshop
The total cost incurred for the workshop was about birr 113,423.47 (One hundred thirteen thousand four hundred twenty three birr and 47 cents).  

 At the end of the workshop, the participants confirmed to create awareness about REDD+ project to leaders, experts and farmers found in their respective working area. They also confirmed to work hand in hand with REDD+ project in the future to their level best since the objectives of REDD+ and the sectors they are working is interconnected. 
Accordingly, RCU distributed awareness creation report format to workshop participants. 

Annex 1: Amhara region REDD+ Coordination unit
Evaluation Questionnaire prepared for the woreda level awareness creation workshop held at Debremarkos town from December 25-26,2016

1. How do you evaluate the contribution of the awareness creation workshop for your regular job?

high contribution                    Medium               Do not Contribute

Genera comments 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Is the awareness creation workshop relevant to the REDD+ program objectives? 

very relevant             Relevant               Not relevant 
Genera comments 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How do you evaluate the depth of the awareness creation workshop?

very in depth __________medium___________  not in depth____________

Genera comments ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Is the time allocated for the workshop sufficient?  if not which topics were in short of time?
more than sufficient          Sufficient          not sufficient
Genera comments ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How participatory was the workshop?

very participatory          Participatory          not participatory

Genera comments ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Mention (if any) topics that you think shall be included in the awareness creation workshops to be organised in the future? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you in advance for your comments!!!
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